
 

 

Franklin County Electoral Board 

Meetings, Wednesday, July 13, 2016 

Minutes 

Dean Stone called the Franklin County Electoral Board to order on July 13, 2016, at 10:00 a.m. in the 
Conference Room of the Franklin County Registrar’s Office. Present were Electoral Board members, Jody 
Brown, Keith Hubbard, Dean Stone, and Director of Elections, Kay Chitwood. 

On a motion from Hubbard, seconded by Stone, the Board unanimously approved the minutes from the 
June 1, 2016, meeting. 

Upon a motion made by Electoral Board Member Brown, seconded by Electoral Board Member 
Hubbard, and passed by a vote of the Franklin County Electoral Board, the Electoral Board went into 
closed session at 10:02 a.m. pursuant to Section 2.2-3711(A)(1) of the Code of Virginia to prepare the 
General Registrar’s annual performance evaluation. At 10:46 a.m., the Electoral Board recessed the 
closed session to accommodate the schedule of the County Administrator Brent Robertson. 

The Board discussed the need for additional space for the Registrar’s Office in the Government Center to 
accommodate training and programming of EPBs. Robertson assured the Board that he understood the 
need and would make a decision in time for the Registrar to schedule the functions that need higher 
security and accessibility to the main office. The Board thanked Robertson for his time and returned to 
closed session at 10:58 a.m. 

Upon a motion made by Electoral Board Member Brown, seconded by Electoral Board Member 
Hubbard, and passed by a vote of the electoral Board, the Electoral Board reconvened in open session at 
12:15 a.m. 

Upon a motion made by Electoral Board Member Brown, seconded by Electoral Board Member 
Hubbard, and passed upon an affirmative roll call vote in open session, it was certified that (i) only 
public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements and (ii) only such public 
business matters as were identified in the motion by which the closed meeting was convened, were 
heard, discussed or considered in the closed session by the Electoral Board. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: 
Chair  Dean Stone aye 
Vice Chair Keith Hubbard aye 
Secretary Jody D. Brown aye 

Stone opened a discussion of the ELECT Annual Training. Hubbard introduced the following topics that 
various presentations suggested to him. 

1-Place a VDOT sign at or near Ferrum Elementary School. In October as part of the Board’s publicity 
regarding the new polling place. Chitwood will follow up with a new sign that the County has acquired 
before contacting VDOT. 

2-The Board discussed the advisability of designating Brown as the official spokesperson for the Board 
should a public statement about Board business is necessary or desirable. Brown pointed out that she 
would fulfill such a role only after the Board took an official position on a given topic. She also pointed 
out that Chitwood regularly and properly responds to public inquiry and that Brown has no interest in 
assuming that sort of communication. 



 

 

 3-Potential conflict on Friday Nov. 11 and the “final” day of the canvas period. Chitwood expected 
further specific instructions from ELECT and assured the Board that the Clerk’s Office will be available if 
it has canvas work to complete that day. 

4-Locally printed ballots. Chitwood responded that her office prints official ballots only if the supplier 
cannot get the official ballots to her in time to begin absentee voting. The ICE machines do not read 
ordinary paper. 

5-Chitwood shared the SOR that York County has created and explained why if would not be appropriate 
for our situation. The Board agreed. 

6-Does Franklin County need additional visibility from the Sherriff’s Office for the November election? 
While the Board understood the desire of other localities to have deputies in the polling place, the 
Franklin County Board asked Chitwood to discuss the feasibility of addition patrols outside polling places 
rather than stationing a deputy at every precinct. 

7-Do we recruit high school pages to help on Election Day? Chitwood shared some of the difficulties that 
such an effort has experienced when it has been tried in the past. The Board agreed that Chitwood has 
too many demands on her time this fall to initiate such a new program. 

Stone asked about cell phone camera use by voters within the precinct. Chitwood said that voters could 
not take pictures of the ballot nor could they intimidate or hinder other voters by their use of the 
camera or voice function on such devices.  

The Board questioned whether all precincts are government offices on Election Day and asked Chitwood 
to get an official ruling on whether firearms may be carried onto any precinct especially those housed in 
schools or buildings that do not permit firearms on the premises. 

Chitwood alerted the Board that November’s election will probably see more Federal Write-in votes 
from UOCAVA voters. 

Chitwood alerted the Board that all the OS machines will be reprogramed to print all write-in votes on 
the final results tapes. 

The Board discussed the general character, time, and dates for fall training. 

 Ideally, 50% of OOEs will complete an EPB review exercise in the Registrar’s Office or 
will complete an EPB training led by Kevin White. The EPBs reviews and trainings should 
be scheduled during the first three weeks in October. 

 The Board will review set up of ICE machines and see the new features on Thursday and 
Friday, July 21 and 22. 

 OOE annual training will be Tuesday, November 1 and Wednesday, November 2 with 3 
sessions each day at 2-3:30, 4-5:30, and 6:30-8. 

 Topics/Method 
o SOR – sample exercise for all 
o Information for all day – use Jeopardy but have everyone participate 
o Review checklists and then emphasize during training that every precinct is to 

complete them during the day. 

Brown will make a Voter Education presentation on August 6 at Pigg River Community Center to a 
regional meeting. On advice from the Board, she will focus on Voter Responsibility concerning the 



 

 

Constitutional amendments that will be on the ballot, deadlines for registration, absentee ballots, 
knowing the correct precinct, Voter ID, and the like. 

There being no further business, Stone adjourned the meeting at 1:54 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jody D, Brown, Secretary 

 


