
This was a banner year for tourism in Franklin 

County.  Highlighting the yearôs accomplishments 

were three major national professional ESPN/

BASSMASTER tournaments hosted at Smith Moun-

tain Lake.  The high point was the Countyôs first 

ever nationally televised sporting event, the 2007 

Blue Ridge Brawl BassMasters Elite tournament 

featured on ESPN2 in June.  These fishing tourna-

ments brought over 15,000 spectators to our community and generated well over 

$2.0 million in new visitor spending for the region.   Tourism continues to grow 

in the County as the Smith Mountain Lake Visitor Center, Booker T. Washing-

ton National Monument, and the Blue Ridge Institute all reported increases in 

visitor attendance.  Initiatives such as The Crooked Road, the Wilderness Trail, 

óRound the Mountainô and the Virginia Birding and Wildlife Trail will continue 

to open new doors for tourism marketing in the upcoming year.        

The Tri-County Re-licensing Committee 

(TCRC) has worked with the re-

licensing of the Smith Mountain Project 

- which includes the Dam, Smith Moun-

tain Lake, and Leesville Lake - for the 

past two and one-half years.  TCRC 

formally represents Franklin County, 

Bedford County, Pittsylvania County 

and Campbell County. Campbell County 

joined TCRC after it was formed but the 

name remained the same.  TCRC was 

created for one purpose: to provide a 

single point of contact for the Federal 

Energy Regulatory Commission [FERC] 

and AEP for the four Counties and their 

240,000 citizens. 

The TCRC is comprised of two Supervi-

sors from each County along with each 

Countyôs Administrator.   ñWe are near-

ing the end of the process,ò reports Russ 

Johnson, Chairman.  ñThe sixteen stud-

ies that we have been engaged in during 

the last fifteen months have now been 

declared as óFinal,ô and a Preliminary 

License Plan (PLP) has been drafted.  A 

final PLP will soon be released and the 

counties will have until January 30, 

2008 to respond.ò Discussions/

negotiations between AEP and the 

Counties have already begun. 

For many citizens, the Re-licensing 

meeting held at Trinity Ecumenical 

Church at the end of September proved 

disappointing.  The most common con-

cern was the feeling that neither AEP 

nor FERC were listening to the commu-

nitiesô concerns. ñItôs been an uphill 

battle,ò said Russ Johnson, ñand ulti-

mately what we obtain as a settlement 

will be decided in large part by the 

intensity of support from our citizens. 

Itôs easier for FERC and AEP to ig-

nore four counties than the 240,000 

citizens of those Counties. 

Whatôs at stake is the issuance of a 

new 30 year Federal Operatorôs li-

cense and AEPôs commitment to  

properly care for the lakes including 

water quality, sediment, erosion, de-

bris, increased recreational public 

access.  If AEP doesnôt commit to 

caring for the lakes, the Counties will 

which could lead to increased taxes. 

However, more than just money is at 

stake. We are asking for more lake 

access ramps; a new recreation park 

in the Route 40 area; drinking water 

permits for water withdrawal; a loca-

tion for a water treatment plant in the 

Route 40 area; bathroom and picnic 

facilities at all boat ramps; treatment 

of invasive weeds; planting of weed 

beds to encourage fish spawning; 

removal of debris from the lakes; 

stabilization of shore lines and the 

islands within the project to reduce 

erosion; removal of sediment that has 

now denied many citizens access to 

the lake; and  support for Marine Fire 

and Safety. ñItôs a big packageò said 

Johnson, ñbut itôs also a set of  mod-

est requests in proportion to the profit 

that AEP makes on this project every 

year. I like to think of it as our re-

sponsibility to provide an 

óinheritanceô to future generations, 

said Johnson ï what is decided now 

will last for another thirty years ï we 

have to get it right.ò 
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Franklin Countyñ A Natural Setting for Opportunity 

Nestled along the beautiful Roanoke Valley among Virginiaôs Blue Ridge 

Mountains lies Franklin County, Virginia .  Commonly referred to as the 

ñLand Between the Lakes and the Blue Ridgeò, Franklin County is an area 

carved from mountainous terrain with breathtaking vistas of the Blue 

Ridge Mountains.  Our County is thickly carpeted with pastures and 

blessed on either side by the crystal-blue waters of Philpott Lake and the 

spectacular shoreline of Smith Mountain Lake.  Franklin County was first 

settled in the mid 1700s as European immigrants joined Native Americans 

and African Americans to create a unique community, rich in history.  

From the slopes of the Blue Ridge Mountains to the rolling countryside, 

our county is home to many century old structures including the boyhood 

home of Booker T. Washingtonð the most influential African American 

of the post Civil War era and the home of Jubal Earlyðthe confederate 

general and acclaimed historian.  Today, Franklin Countyôs abundance of 

beauty and natural resources continue to attract visitors and new residents.  

Our county is ñA Natural Setting For Opportunityò é..as our land of    

rivers, lakes, forests, farms, and neighborhoods offer a rich combination of 

rural character, modern amenities, old-world charm and Southern          

hospitality.   

  Chairmanõs Message 

On behalf of the Franklin County Board of Supervisors, it is my pleasure 

to present the Countyõs 2007 Annual Report.  There are many exciting 

projects and service enhancements in the works as we continue to 

strive to keep Franklin County the wonderful place we know it to be.  

The Board of Supervisors is proud of the accomplishments of our 

school system and what that translates into for our children.  We are 

delighted at the growth in job opportunities that have been created for 

our citizens, and excited about the continued expansion of both active 

and passive recreational opportunities being offered to our citizens 

and those who come to visit us. 

We encourage all of our citizens to be involved with their local govern-

ment and let us know how we can best serve you.  Please visit our web 

site regularly at www.franklincountyva.org for fresh news and happen-

ings and sign up for our free email news as well on the Countyõs web 

site.  Working together, Franklin County continues to be òA Natural Set-

ting for Opportunityó. 

W. Wayne Angell 
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Meet the Board of Supervisors.  Franklin County is governed by a seven-member board of    

Supervisors elected by voters from each of the seven County magisterial districts.  The Board appoints 

a County Administrator who directs the Countyôs day-to-day operations. 

Blackwater District  

W. Wayne Angell, Chairman 

40 E Court Street 

Rocky Mount, VA  24151 

540-483-7441 

wayneangell@franklincoutyva.org 

Union Hall District  

Charles Poindexter, Supervisor 

40 E Court Street 

Rocky Mount, VA  24151 

540-489-8484 

charlespoindexter@franklincountyva.org  

Blue Ridge District 

Hubert Quinn, Supervisor 

40 E Court Street 

Rocky Mount, VA  24151 

540-365-7243 

hubertquinn@franklincoutnyva.org  

Boone District 

David Hurt, Supervisor 

40 E Court Street 

Rocky Mount, VA  24151 

540-721-7406 

davidhurt@franklincoutnyva.org 

Gills Creek District  

Russell Johnson, Supervisor 

40 E Court Street 

Rocky Mount, VA  24151 

540-721-5339 

russjohnson@franklincoutnyva.org 

Rocky Mount District  

Charles Wagner, Vice-Chairman 

40 E Court Street 

Rocky Mount, VA  24151 

540-483-9109 

charleswagner@franklincountyva.org 

Snow Creek District 

W. Leland Mitchell, Supervisor 

40 E Court Street 

Rocky Mount, VA  24151 

540-483-4488 

jmitch@swva.net 



Franklin County Parks & Recreation  Department 

Adds to Quality of Life 

Record numbers of families visited and participated in Franklin County 

Parks & Recreation activities and facilities in 2006/2007.  New partici-

pation records were posted in youth soccer, youth basketball, girls soft-

ball, and fall baseball.   Classes grew as well with records set in adult 

arts, dog obedience, and spring crafts camps.   Special events continue 

to grow with new attendance records set at the JAKES Event, the Trout 

Heritage Day event, the MW Windows Mountain Bike Festival, and the 

Pigg River Ramble Weekend Festival.   

New public park facilities added in 2006/2007 include the 37-acre 

Smith Mountain Lake Community Park.  This is the first new park built 

at the lake in over thirty years. Facilities at the park include a fully ac-

cessible fishing pier (thanks to a partnership with the Virginia Depart-

ment of Game & Inland Fisheries), a 1.5 mile hiking trail, and the 

Smith Mountain Lake & Rocky Mount Rotary Clubs Playground.  Also 

joining the public inventory this year were the 35-mile long Blackwater 

River Blueway, and the five-field Waid Youth Field Sports Com-

plex.   Play will begin this fall at the youth sports complex.  

The Board of Supervisors adopted the Master Plan for the Pigg River-

Park and directed staff to begin the design work that will construct Vir-

giniaôs first in-stream river park at this site.  The County, in partnership 

with the US Army Corps of Engineers, completed construction of a five

-mile trail connecting Philpott Dam with Salt House Branch Recreation 

area.  This is the first phase of a park trail that will eventually circle all 

of Philpott Reservoir.  For more information on  parks  & recreation 

programs and  projects, contact the Parks & Recreation Depart-

ment at 540-483-9293. 
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Opening day at Smith Mountain Lake Community Park 

Franklin County Blue Ways Plan 

Proposed Master Plan for Pigg River Park 


