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Apartment Living Homework

(don’t forget to use the powerpoint and handouts from the web-site)
“Needs and Wants”
Questions:
-- What do you think you will be able to do when you are living on your own as opposed to what you are allowed to do now?  
--Can you explain what a “need” is without using the word “need”?

--Try explaining what a “want” is without using the word “want”.

--How about explaining what “I don’t care” means to you in different words?

Think about your first apartment and answer the following questions:

--What are your 3 most important needs in finding the right place to live?

--What would you like to have in your living situation, but could live without? (pool, in unit laundry, etc.)
--Are there things about where you live that don’t matter to you?

--If you were looking for a place with someone, would each of you fill out your own “needs & wants” list, or would you do that together?

“Budget”

--Why would you make a budget when moving on your own?
--How does a budget tell you if you have enough money every month?

--What’s a safe proportion of your earnings to put aside every month to cover your rent?

--How would you figure out how much money you earn every month?

--Aside from rent, what other types of expenses should you include in your monthly budget?
--If you earned more money than you had to spend on the necessities, what would you do with the money?

--If you didn’t have enough money to cover the rent in your budget, what could you do?
--What other one-time expenses could occur in the first month’s budget?
“Hunting”

Discussion Questions:

--What are some advantages of the following living arrangements?


a. 1 bedroom apartment:


b. renting a room: 


c. studio apartment:


d. mobile home:


e. house: 

--What are some disadvantages of the following living arrangements?


a. 1 bedroom apartment:


b. renting a room: 


c. studio apartment:


d. mobile home:


e. house: 

--What do the following apartment ads mean?

#1

Roanoke: 1BR 1 ba. A/C Heat, new cpt, furn., near sch. Shopping kids/pets ok Imed. Ocup., 1st/sec  $250 555-1234 

#2

Rocky Mount: Effic. Furn. A/C Heat Pvt. Yrd. Util incl. No smoking/pets/kids. St. park, 1st/last req.  $300  555-0987

#3

Fabulous Apartment

NE Roanoke: 2 Br., Lg. Rooms,  2Ba. Cable, W/D pool, Heat. Pet ok.  1st/last/Sec. In advance.  $105/wk.  555-0381

#4

Smith Mountain Lake: Lrg. 4/2 Hse W/D, d/w, hrd. Wd fl., fpl, exc. Apls. Lake view/dock/2 car gar, cent air/heat, Yr. Lse. $1000/mo. Sec dep.  Local ref req.

--Kim and Raina looked for an unfurnished apartment because it was cheaper than a furnished apartment.  What ideas can you give them about where they can find furniture they can afford?

--What would you look for when inspecting the inside of an apartment?
--What would you look for when inspecting the outside of the apartment?

--What are some other questions to ask a landlord about a place before deciding to rent it?

LEASE ACTIVITY.
(see the handouts section of the web-site)
What rules were outlined in the lease that you just read over?  May include: landlord may enter the apartment when you are not there to make repairs or check on the premises or show the apartment when your lease is ending.  See if the landlord will agree to let you know ahead of time so that you can be prepared for company (not be running around naked out of the shower, have your money put away).  Be careful if they do not agree to this, you should have the right to know when someone is going to be in your apartment without you knowing it.  Another rule may be limits on noise (TV, stereos, radio, or band instruments) during certain hours.  Can vehicles that are not on the road be on the property (in Roanoke all cars must be registered or you may be fined)?  Can there be RV's, motorcycles, and boats?  Can you have overnight guests for extended periods of time without them being on the lease?  Where can guests park?  If you change the locks or add a lock does the landlord need a key?  What if you need to sublet or add a roommate?  

The roommate questionnaire:

Before you are getting ready to move in with someone you should look over this questionnaire and see if you will be able to survive each other.  

Go ahead and answer the following questions: 

1.  I leave dirty dishes in the sink overnight.  


Frequently


Sometimes


Not Me

2.  If my roommate were to leave the dirty dishes in the sink overnight I will…


Go crazy


Not be happy


Not care

3.  I stay on the phone or Internet for hours.


Frequently


Sometimes


Not Me

4.  If my roommate stays on the phone or Internet for hours: I will…


Go crazy


Not be happy


Not care

5.  I think that I own the electric company and never turn anything off.


Frequently


Sometimes


Not Me

6.  If my roommate thinks that he/she owns the electric company and never turns anything off.  I will…


Go crazy


Not be happy


Not care

7.  I have friends over, sometimes overnight.  


Frequently


Sometimes


Not Me

8.  If my roommate frequently has friends over, sometimes overnight.  I will…


Go crazy


Not be happy


Not care

9.  I don't clean up after myself.


Frequently


Sometimes


Not Me

10.  If my roommate doesn't clean up after him/herself if will…


Go crazy


Not be happy


Not care

11.  I will be drinking underage and using illegal drugs in my apartment.


Frequently


Sometimes


Not Me

12.  If my roommate drinks underage and uses illegal drugs in the apartment I will…


Go crazy


Not be happy


Not care

13.  I smoke cigarettes and/or will allow smoking in my apartment.


Frequently


Sometimes


Not Me

14.  If my roommate smokes cigarettes and/or will allow smoking the apartment I will…


Go crazy


Not be happy


Not care

15.  I plan on throwing parties in my apartment.


Frequently


Sometimes


Not Me

16.  If my roommate plans on throwing parties in the apartment I will…


Go crazy


Not be happy


Not care

17.  I go to bed early. 


Frequently


Sometimes


Not Me

18.  If my roommate goes to bed early I will…


Go crazy


Not be happy


Not care

19.  I get up really late in the mornings.


Frequently


Sometimes


Not Me

20.  If my roommate gets up really late in the mornings I will…


Go crazy


Not be happy


Not care

21.  I plan on going to school.


Frequently


Sometimes


Not Me

22.  If my roommate is going to school.


Go crazy


Not be happy


Not care

Word Search

You are looking for: 

Apartment

Windex

Dryer

Vacuum

Roommate

Brillo

Windows

Dust

Broom


Kitchen

Lamps

Chlorine

Rodents


Pans

Curtains

Sponges

Insects


Glasses

Clean

Bedroom
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