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� HYPERLINK "http://www.fostercarealumni.org" ��www.fostercarealumni.org� 


Foster Care Alumni of America is a national non-profit association that has been founded and is led by alumni of the foster care system. We use the term alumni to describe those of us who have been in foster care during our childhood/youth.


The mission of FCAA is to connect the alumni community and to transform foster care policy and practice, ensuring opportunity for people in and from foster care.


FCAA provides opportunities for alumni to know each other, to share support and information, and to become an extended family for each other. Whether attending meetings, responding to chat rooms, or participating in event, we share our alumni stories and experiences as well as build networks of friendship across the nation.


Examples of activities that connect our members:


Shared holiday meals: too often alumni are alone during the holidays. The � HYPERLINK "http://www.fostercarealumni.org/userfiles/file/Home%20for%20the%20Holidays.pdf" �FCAA Thanksgiving dinner�, our inaugural holiday meal, symbolically unites us around the table while calling attention to those of us without a table, a meal, or a family during the holiday. 


Online connection: we have Facebook page that includes 30+ current discussion topics such as ‘having children after growing up in foster care’, ‘the stigmas of foster care’, and ‘college after foster care’ 


Opportunities: Extended-family type networking among alumni through sharing job and educational/scholarship opportunities, informal mentoring relationships, etc. 


Expression: FCAA has a national � HYPERLINK "http://www.fostercarealumni.org/postcard_project.htm" �community art project� where people in and from foster care make postcard art about their foster care experiences . 


Continued on Page 2




































































Foster Care Alumni of America








Join the Foster Care Alumni Association on Facebook!





Inside This Issue


3	Tobacco Laws


4	French Toast Recipe 


4	IL Events


Turn to Page 4 for an Update on February’s Training 





























Independent Living











We work with our allies (those people who haven’t been in foster care but who share our mission), including organizational members, to influence practice and policy in foster care. We do this through participation on boards/committees, by providing training for foster parents and social workers, by raising awareness with the public about foster care issues, and through legislative advocacy. Examples:


Partnerships: FCAA is a partner with the Pew Charitable Trusts’ � HYPERLINK "http://www.kidsarewaiting.org/" �Kids are Waiting campaign� and have mobilized our members to seek co-sponsors for the Kinship Caregivers Support Act, the development of the ‘de-linking’ bill sponsored by Shelley Berkley, and other important child welfare legislation. Our members have written letters to the editor and have made calls to their congress people. Our members have been key to the development of a number of publications under the campaign.  See the � HYPERLINK "http://www.fostercarealumni.org/userfiles/file/TooManyBirthdays(1).pdf" �"Too Many Birthdays in Foster Care"� publication we helped with in this downloadable PDF. 


Outreach: FCAA provides training in many venues. Recently that has included the PA State Foster Parent Association conference, the national It’s My Life conference, the Voices for America’s Children annual conference, and training for mentors through the Orphan Foundation of America. 


Training: Through our � HYPERLINK "http://www.fostercarealumni.org/resources/alumni_leadership_institute.htm" �Alumni Leadership Institute�, FCAA provides training for our members to build their skills to influence foster care practice and policy. 


Joining is Easy:


We have 3 ways to join: 


Join online


Join by Mail, Print the membership form online and mail or fax it to:


Foster Care Alumni of America


901 N Washington St., Suite208


Alexandria, VA  22314





3.  Join by Phone: Call 888-ALUMNI-0, Monday through Friday, 9:30 to 5:30.  


Dues are $20 per year for alumni, $35 per year for allies.  Dues support the mission of FCAA—to connectthe alumni community and to transform policy and practice, ensuring opportunity for people in and from foster care.


Are you facing financial challenges?  Not to worry, the FCAA Board of Directors created a waiver program to ensure no one is turned away from membership because of lack of money.  









































































































































Foster Care Alumni Of America Cont.











ByManuel.


The laws for distributing tobacco products to minors are quite strict. They carry heavy fines and charges as well. As a business when a person sells tobacco products to minors without asking for a proper Identification the business can have its license to sell the merchandise and be charged with a fine of$100 dollar for the first violation. The second violation results in a $250 fine. The next step is a $500 dollar fine if the establishment still continues to distribute to minors. Now if the business has a youth access training program then the charges are dropped and the fines are forfeited. In a investigation if the court find that the store doesn’t have a youth access training program then they are screwed and will be charged with a fine of $1,000 dollars as stated in the Virginia CODE ANN. § 18.2-371.2 (2003). 





	When an individual decides to simply give a minor tobacco products they are submitting themselves to being charged with Distributing Tobacco Products to a Minor which can result with a hefty fine and community service, or sometimes if they continue to distribute tobacco to minors they can serve a sentence in jail but that is in severe cases. The charges go on one’s personal criminal record and sometimes have a negative look on an individual when applying for a job with minors or simply a job with any responsibility involving good decision. Distributing is referred as giving, buying, or leaving it with range for a minor to have possession of the tobacco. An individual can also be charged for simply being in the presence if the minor when the product is being used and the individual doesn’t do anything to stop the minor. Well in essence one shouldn’t distribute tobacco products to minors because of the consequences involved and the matter. So if you go to the beach and want to swim, well let an adult have possession of your tobacco products because it’s not worth the trouble and consequences for a decision of a split second and well sheer ignorance.





�HYPERLINK "http://www.abc.virginia.gov/licensing/underagebuyer.html"��http://www.abc.virginia.gov/licensing/underagebuyer.html�





http://slati.lungusa.org/state-teml.asp?id=46

























































































Laws and Penalties for distributing Tobacco Products to minors








4 eggs 


1 teaspoon sugar, optional 


1 teaspoon salt 


1 cup milk 


10 to 12 slices white bread 


butter 


maple syrup or other syrup





Break eggs into a wide, shallow bowl or pie plate; beat lightly with a fork. Stir in sugar, salt, and milk. 


Over medium-low heat, heat griddle or skillet coated with a thin layer of butter or margarine. 


Place the bread slices, one at a time, into the bowl or plate, letting slices soak up egg mixture for a few seconds, then carefully turn to coat the other side. Soak/coat only as many slices as you will be cooking at one time. 


Transfer bread slices to griddle or skillet, heating slowly until bottom is golden brown. Turn and brown the other side. Serve French toast hot with butter and syrup. �Recipe for French toast serves 4. 






































IL Class: 


February 13, 2010: Super Saturday—find out about financial aid for college. File your FAFSA for free. Information was sent to your foster home about this training.  Time is 10-2


CHANGES TO FEBRUARY’S TRAINING:


#1 It is at the Super Saturday Locations.


#2 It is mandatory for Juniors, Seniors, GED students, College Students, and high school and GED graduates. 


#3 It is optional for younger youth.


#4 Class is being held on February 13th. 





March 27, 2010: IL Class at the Franklin Center from 11-2.


April 24, 2010: IL Class at the Franklin Center from 11-2. 
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Benefits to Joining:


Connection to a national community of alumni and ally members.


Quarterly newsletters and period action alerts.


Opportunities to get involved in connecting with the alumni community and transforming foster care.


Access to our online, interactive community to share your experiences, learn from others,inspire each other.


Information about how to use your voice to make a difference for people in and from foster care.























Upcoming Events








French Toast
























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Do I have Rights in Foster Care?


You do have rights in foster care!  There is a book available to you at the DSS office that outlines your rights while in foster care.  They are mailed to all new foster teens when they enter care, but if you have lost yours please feel free to request a new copy.





A few things:





You have the right to talk to your social worker.  You can call her and talk, it does not have to go through your social worker.


You have a right to see your Court report before Court.  You should receive a copy in the mail.


You have a right to talk to your social worker’s supervisor.  She’s there to support you and help you through your foster care stay, so feel free to contact her if you need her.  
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