
THE FRANKLIN COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS HELD A BUDGET WORK SESSION ON 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2020, AT 3:00 P.M., IN B75 MEETING ROOM LOCATED IN THE FRANKLIN 
COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER, 1255 FRANKLIN STREET, SUITE 104, ROCKY MOUNT, VIRGINIA. 
 
 THERE WERE PRESENT: Mike Carter 
  Tommy Cundiff 
  Leland Mitchell 
  Ronald Mitchell 
  Lorie Smith 
  Tim Tatum 
  Ronnie Thompson 
   
 
 OTHERS PRESENT: Christopher Whitlow, Interim County Administrator 

Madeline L. Sefcik, Clerk 
 
******************** 
Chairman Mitchell, called the meeting to order. 
 
Mr. Whitlow, Interim County Administrator, opened the meeting and reminded the Board of various 
upcoming events.    
 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING 
 
Mr. Sandy, Director of Community Development and Planning presented the below.  

 

 



 

 



 
 

 
 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 
 
General discussion ensued regarding the CIP presentation.  Ms. Smith asked Mr. Sandy if the department 
would benefit from a project manager position.  Mr. Sandy and Mr. Whitlow responded that this position 
has been discussed in the past and may be worth continuing about the discussion.  
 
Mr. Thompson wanted to let the Board and staff know he is done with waiting around and would like to see 
us make some action on personnel, particularly administration.   
 



Mr. Whitlow addressed comments from the Board regarding the hiring of a grant writer position for the 
County and noted staff’s feeling that the best applications are many times written by the staff that specialize 
in the given project or area.     
 
Mr. Mitchell shared with the Board a letter complimenting Mr. John Broughton on his excellent work for the 
County.   
 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
 
Mr. Burnette, Director of Economic Development presented the budget requests for the Economic 
Development and Tourism Departments.   
 

 



 

 



 
 

 
 

Mr. Jim Guynn, County Attorney arrived at 4:03 PM 
 
Ms. Smith asked if we work regionally with our neighbors for marketing and Mr. Burnette responded in the 
affirmative and noting the County is a member of Visit Virginia’s Blue Ridge, the Roanoke Regional 
Partnership, and the Virginia Economic Development Partnership, all of whom market widely. 
 



Mr. Thompson brought up the issue of VDOT changing their requirements for the roads and accesses in 
the Summit View Business Park..   
 
LIBRARY 
 
Ms. Alison Barry, Director of the Library Department spoke on the progress the Library system has made 
over the past five years. She stressed the need to have a place for taxpayers to use and not just rely on 
the number of books citizens “check-out”.  She explained that the library has evolved its available services 
to become much more than a place to rent a book and that visitor numbers are more telling of the Library’s 
impact on the community/.  
 
Ms. Barry spoke on the issue of the Westlake Library location and the cost of the rental space.   
 
Supervisor Carter wanted to remind the Library that in the Summit View there is a place we can potential 
have a location in conjunction with the Library where citizens are able to pick up and return books.   
 
FRANKLIN CENTER 
 
Ms. Hodges, Director of the Franklin Center, talked to the Board about the Franklin Center and the financial 
needs of the department.   
 
Supervisor Carter congratulated Ms. Hodges for the work in the Franklin Center.   
 
CLOSED MEETING 
 
(RESOLUTION #01-02-2020) 
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, by the Board of Supervisors to enter into a Closed Meeting in Accordance 
with 2.2-3711, (A)(1), Personnel, of the Code of Virginia, as Amended. 
 
 
  MOTION BY:  Lorie Smith       
  SECONDED BY: Tim Tatum  
  VOTING ON THE MOTION WAS AS FOLLOWS: 
  AYES:  Carter, Cundiff, L. Mitchell, R. Mitchell, Tatum, Thompson, Smith 
   
*Roll Call Vote was taken*  
 
*************** 
MOTION:       RESOLUTION:    #01-02-2020 
SECOND:      MEETING DATE:  February 11, 2020 
 
WHEREAS, the Franklin County Board of Supervisors has convened a closed meeting on this date 
pursuant to an affirmative recorded vote and in accordance with the provisions of The Virginia Freedom of 
Information Act and 
 
WHEREAS, Section 2.2-3712(d) of the Code of Virginia requires a certification by this Franklin County 
Board of Supervisors that such closed meeting was conducted in conformity with Virginia law; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Franklin County Board of Supervisors hereby certifies 
that, to the best of each member’s knowledge, (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open 
meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed meeting to which this certification 
resolution applies, and (ii) only such public business matters as were identified in the motion convening the 
closed meeting were heard, discussed or considered by the Franklin County Board of Supervisors. 
 
*Roll Call Vote was taken* 
 



Chairman Mitchell recessed the Board until February 18th at 12:00 PM for the Broadband Authority meeting.   
 
 


