
THE FRANKLIN COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS HELD A BUDGET WORK SESSION MEETING 
ON MONDAY, MAY 4, 2020, AT 2:00 P.M., IN ROOM B75 LOCATED IN THE GOVERNMENT CENTER, 
1255 FRANKLIN STREET, SUITE 104, ROCKY MOUNT, VIRGINIA. 
 
THE MEETING WAS CONDUCTED IN COMPLIANCE WITH (ORDINANCE #02-04-2020) 
EMERGENCY ORDINANCE TO EFFECTUATE TEMPORARY CHANGES IN CERTAIN DEADLINES 
AND TO MODIFY PUBLIC MEETING AND PUBLIC HEARING PRACTICES AND PROCEDURES TO 
ADDRESS CONTINUITY OF OPERATIONS ASSOCIATED WITH PANDEMIC DISASTER 
 
 
 THERE WERE PRESENT: Mike Carter 
  Tommy Cundiff 
  Leland Mitchell 
  Ronald Mitchell  
  Lorie Smith 
  Tim Tatum 
  Ronnie Thompson  
 
 
 OTHERS PRESENT: Christopher Whitlow, County Administrator 

Jim Guynn, Legal Counsel 
Madeline L. Sefcik, Clerk 

******************** 
Chairman Mitchell, called the meeting to order. 
******************** 
MODIFIED FY 2020-2021 COUNTY PROPOSED BUDGET, CHRISTOPHER WHITLOW, COUNTY 
ADMINISTRATOR  
 
Mr. Whitlow, County Administrator presented the below modified budget.   
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 
 

General discussion ensued.   
 
(RESOLUTION #01-05-2020) 
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors to advertise for a Public Hearing on May 
19,2020 on tax rates remaining identical to the current year budget and the proposed 2020-2021 budget as 
modified and presented today. 
 

MOTION BY:  Lorie Smith 
  SECONDED BY: Tim Tatum  
  VOTING ON THE MOTION WAS AS FOLLOWS: 
  AYES:  Carter, Cundiff, L. Mitchell, R. Mitchell, Smith, Tatum 
 
 
Mr. Whitlow wanted to leave the Board with the fact that 53% of the locality’s budget is funded by State 
dollars. This means that if the numbers change in an upcoming special General Assembly session, the 
Franklin County Board of Supervisors budget discussion is not over.   
 
BANK FRANCHISE TAX REFUND, BRIAN CARTER, DIRECTOR OF FINANCE 
 
Mr. Carter, Director of Finance presented the letter below to the Board.  
 



 
 
 
 

The County received a memorandum from the State Department of Taxation dated February 27, 2020.  The 
memorandum included a copy of a letter from the State Tax Commissioner, Craig Burns, dated October 1, 
2019.   
 
Essentially, the memo and letter alerted County staff that Branch Banking & Trust Company (BB&T) filed 
for a refund of the bank franchise taxes assessed and paid in tax years 2012, 2013, and 2014.  Mr. Burns 
approved a modified refund amount and directed the State portion of the refund to be remitted to BB&T.  
The letter also directed the localities in which BB&T has a branch to issue refunds, plus interest.  While the 
County bank franchise tax is a local tax, there was some concern as to the authority of Mr. Burns to require 
a refund.  However, the County does not have a tax refund process in County Code to justify withholding 
payment, and a small notification was placed in BB&T’s 2015 tax filing that an appeal had been filed for the 
2012-2014 tax years with the State.  A public hearing needs to be held to address the shortfalls in the 
County Code.  BB&T is willing to forego the interest and is only requesting the actual taxes paid be refunded.  
At this time, staff, and the County Attorney, believe payment is due to BB&T in the amount of $58,295 as 



calculated by the Department of Taxation for the County’s portion of a refund of bank franchise taxes to 
BB&T for tax years 2012, 2013, and 2014.   
 
Supervisor Thompson is not in support of paying the bill as explained today.    
 
(RESOLUTION #02-05-2020) 
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED by the Board of Supervisors to advertise and proceed with the Public 
Hearing for the tax amendment as presented.  
 

MOTION BY:  Ronnie Thompson 
  SECONDED BY: Tim Tatum  
  VOTING ON THE MOTION WAS AS FOLLOWS: 
  AYES:  Carter, Cundiff, L. Mitchell, R. Mitchell, Smith, Tatum 
 
****************** 
Sheriff Overton spoke to the Board regarding his Office and the constraints they are facing regarding 
funding for the replacement of protective and tactical equipment used by officers.  
 
Supervisor Tatum asked if the Sheriff’s Office could send a weekly update, so the Board is able to stay “in 
the know” and to keep in touch.   
 
 
****************** 
Supervisor R. Mitchell wanted to voice that he supports the seniors in the school system and wants them 
to get the congratulations they deserve.  
 
****************** 
 

Chairman Mitchell recessed the Board until the regularly scheduled May 19, 2020 Board of Supervisors 
Meeting. 


