
Department of Planning
& Community Development

1255 Franklin Street, Suite 103, Rocky Mount, Virginia  24151

A meeting of the Franklin County Planning Commission was held on May 12, 2020 in the Board of Supervisors 

meeting room located in the Franklin County Government Center.

THOSE PRESENT:

Earl Webb- Blackwater District

Jim Colby- Gills Creek District (on phone)

Angie McGhee- Boone District (on phone)

Debbie Crawford- Union Hall District

David Clements- Rocky Mount District

C.W. Doss, Jr.- Blue Ridge District

THOSE ABSENT:

Sherrie Mitchell- Snow Creek District

OTHERS PRESENT:

Jim Guynn- County Attorney (on phone)

Steven Sandy- Director of Planning & Community Development

Terry Harrington- Senior Planner

Lisa Cooper- Principal Planner

Hannah Powell- Clerk

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Webb at 6:00 p.m. The first order of business was the roll call. The 
next order of business was the approval of the minutes from the April 12, 2020 meeting. Chairman Webb asked of 
the Planning Commission if there were any comments or corrections to the minutes as written; there were none. 
Chairman Webb announced the minutes would stand as written.

Chairman Webb introduced the first item on the agenda and asked for the staff report.

APPLICATION for SPECIAL USE PERMIT- Application of John Mathena, Applicant, and South Lake Motor 
Sports, LLC, Owners, requesting to amend condition #4 attached to an existing Special Use Permit that was granted 
by the Board of Supervisors on January 15, 2019. Specifically the applicant is requesting to (1) substitute a single 
welded wire fence for the approved split rail fence with wire mesh, and (2)  to substitute Eastern Red Cedar trees 
with a height of two (2) feet to four (4) feet, for the previously approved  six (6) foot tall Green Giant Arborvitae. 
The Eastern Red Cedar’s would be planted in a single row twenty (20) feet on center along the property boundaries 
that already have existing mature vegetation. Eastern Red Cedars with a height of three (3) feet to five (5) feet would
be planted in a staggered double row twenty (20) feet on center along the north/northwest property lines adjacent to 
Hampton Drive.

Mr. Harrington began by explaining that on February 19, 2019, the Board of Supervisors approved a special use 
permit request of Southlake Motorsports LLC to allow for a RV campground and tourist and resort facilities 
development on an approximate 14.25 acre parcel currently zoned A-1 Agriculture. The approval of the SUP was 
subject to the compliance with twelve (12) conditions contained in Resolution 04-02-2019.

Mr. Harrington went on to say that these conditions were attached by the Commission and Board of Supervisors to 
attempt to mitigate any negative impacts and address concerns raised by adjoining property owners during the public
hearing process. The applicant has requested a modification of the SUP conditions as they relate to the required 
evergreen buffer and the required split rail fence with wire mesh. The reason for the requested change is cost and 
availability of the trees and the cost of the split rail fence. 

Mr. Harrington commented that the main change resulting from the change in the SUP conditions is that the 
landscape buffer would be less effective for the first 3-4 years of the RV parks operation. As the buffer vegetation 
matured, the screening differences between the Arborvitae species and Eastern Red Cedar species would become 
less pronounced. 
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Mr. Harrington said that forty-two (42) residents of the surrounding neighborhood have submitted a petition 
opposing the modification of the approved SUP conditions.

Mr. Harrington concluded that the staff believes that the proposed modification is not in keeping with the concerns 
expressed by the community and the purpose and intent of the original conditions required by the Board of 
Supervisors and should be DENIED.  

Mr. Harrington offered to answer any questions.

Chairman Webb asked if anyone had questions for staff; no one did. Chairman Webb then asked to hear from the 
applicant.

Mr. Mathena stated that he and his partners did not understand the cost involved with the original fence and trees 
required by the Board. He said that the arborvitae trees come at an average of $150 per tree and that they needed 450
of them. He went on to say that this came to around $67,000 that had not been budgeted for the project. He said the 
cost involved with the fence was similar in that it came to be much more expensive than they had counted on.\

Mr. Mathena asked if the arborvitae trees could be switched to the Eastern Redcedar tree. Mr. Mathena showed 
images and provided information on both types of trees to display their similarities. He mentioned that the Redcedar 
trees are much less expensive. Mr. Mathena continued by saying that if the type of tree could not be changed that the
height requirement be changed. He remarked that finding 400+ six-foot trees in one location was difficult and most 
would have to be shipped in.

Mr. Mathena went on to say that the split rail fencing has no purpose other than esthetics. He suggested instead to 
use fence posts with a welded wire fence and provided images for clarity. He commented that they are trying to do a 
good job with this project and have tried to do the right thing but they have been forced to fight so much that they 
are ready to give up.

Mr. Mathena offered to answer any questions. Chairman Webb asked if anyone had questions for Mr. Mathena.

Chairman Webb then opened the public hearing and asked if there was anyone present that would like to speak or if 
any comments had been received online; there was not. Secretary Powell indicated there were no new comments 
from citizens besides information already given to the Planning Commission. Chairman Webb then closed the public
hearing and the members had discussion among themselves.

Mrs. Crawford made a motion to approve, stating that she found that the modification of the perimeter evergreen 
buffer and fencing conditions adopted as condition #4 on Resolution 04-02-2019 to be consistent with the purpose 
and intent of the Comprehensive Plan and good zoning practice and will not be of substantial detriment to the 
community. I therefore recommend approval of the request with twelve (12) conditions and #4 amended as follows:

4. A wire fence with wooden posts similar to that depicted in Attachment A shall be installed along the 
common property line with tax parcels 0520012408 and 0520010200. The fence shall be extended from the 
property corner with tax parcel 0520010200 to the boundary line along Hampton Drive and then extended 
for 100 linear feet along the boundary of Hampton Drive. The fencing and entire boundary line along 
Hampton Drive shall include signs stating “No Trespassing (or No Campers) Beyond This Point” and shall
be placed along the fencing every fifty (50) linear feet. An existing vegetative buffer consisting of a 
minimum width of twenty (20) feet shall be maintained around the entire perimeter of the parcel (except for
roads, utility easements, etc).

In addition to the existing vegetation, a new evergreen buffer shall be established along the perimeter of 
the campground area to provide a visual buffer from adjoining properties. The established buffer shall 
consist of Green Giant Arborvitae or Eastern Red Cedar trees with a minimum height of 3- 4 feet at the 
time of planting. This evergreen buffer shall consist of a single row of trees spaced 10 feet apart except 
along Hampton Drive. Along Hampton Drive, the evergreen buffer shall consist of a double row of trees  to
the drain field area, and then a single row shall go perpendicular to Hampton Drive behind the cabins. The
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vegetative buffer shall be maintained by the property owner for the entire period  that the use approved by 
this special use permit is conducted. This buffer and fencing shall be in place prior to the campground 
opening. A new site plan confirming the vegetative buffer and fencing, along with a photo of the proposed 
fencing, shall be provided.

Mr. Doss seconded the motion.

The motion to approve the amendment to condition #4 was approved. Voting on the motion was as follows:

AYES: Doss, Crawford, McGhee, Clements, Webb

NAYES: Colby

ABSENT: Mitchell

ABSTAIN: None

Chairman Webb introduced the next item on the agenda and asked for the staff report.

APPLICATION for REZONE- Application of Bowman Excavating, Inc, Applicants, and Brent E. Bowman and 
Cora Mae Bowman, Owners, requesting to rezone a property from A-1, Agricultural, to B-2, General Business, for 
the purpose of having a contractor’s office and shop from which their business would operate. The property is 
approximately 9.64 acres, currently zoned A-1, Agricultural, and located at 540 Ikenberry Road in the Blackwater 
District of Franklin County, and further identified by Franklin County Real Estate Records as Tax Map/Parcel # 
0430002401D. The property has a future land use designation of Low Density Residential and Agriculture, 
Forestry/Rural Residential.

Mr. Harrington began by explaining that Bowman Excavating Inc. owns and operates an excavating company on 
property owned by the Bowman family on Ikenberry Road. The property is zoned A-1 Agriculture. The company 
has been operating from this location for many years and now has a need to expand and improve their facilities.  
Contractor’s offices and facilities are not a permitted use in A-1 zoning districts but are permitted by right in B-2 
districts.

Mr. Harrington stated this rezoning request has been submitted to rezone 9.65 acres to B-2.  Initial (Phase 1) 
improvements to the property will be a new office structure and parking area.  Phase II improvement will include an 
expanded shop facility and minor increases in the gravel parking areas.

Mr. Harrington continued by saying that Phase I improvements (office building for three existing employees and 
small parking lot) will not have any impacts on adjacent or surrounding properties. The location and size of the 
Phase II shop expansion similarly should not have an impact on the area.

Mr. Harrington said that the property owner has submitted proffered conditions to limit future use of the Business, 
B-2, zoned property. The request generally conforms to the policies contained in the County’s adopted 
comprehensive plan and is compatible with the relatively small scale of the existing Bowman Excavating facilities.

Mr. Harrington concluded that the staff recommends APPROVAL of this A-1 to B-2 rezoning request with the 
profferred condition offered by the property owners.

Mr. Harrington offered to answer any questions; there were none. Chairman Webb then asked to hear from the 
applicant.

Mr. Bowman (on the phone) said that since moving his business to Franklin County his business has grown 
substantially. He said they are currently working out of a trailer but have outgrown it. He stated a larger office space 
would allow them to keep working in Franklin County. He offered to answer any questions.

Chairman Webb asked if anyone had questions; no one did.



4 | P a g e 

Chairman Webb then opened the public hearing and asked if there was anyone present that would like to speak or if 
there were any comments received online; there were none. Chairman Webb then closed the public hearing and 
discussion among the members ensued.

Mrs. McGhee made a motion to approve, stating that she found that the proposed A-1 to B-2 rezoning of Franklin 
County tax parcel # 0430002401D located in the Blackwater District is consistent with the purpose and intent of the 
County’s comprehensive plan and good zoning practice and will not be a substantial detriment to the community. I 
therefore recommend approval of this 9.65 acre rezoning with the following proffered condition as offered by the 
property owner as follows:

1) Use of Tax Parcel # 0430002401D, consisting of 9.65 acres, shall be limited to contractors’ offices and 
facilities and continue to be used for agriculture in the production of hay or other crops and shall generally 
be developed as shown on the Concept Drawing for Bowman Excavating-New Office, drawn by Devin 
Bowman and dated 2/21/20. If this proffer is accepted, we expect no requirement from Franklin County 
that will affect the existing use or appearance of this property.

Mr. Clements seconded the motion.

The motion to approve the rezone request was approved. Voting on the motion was as follows:

AYES: Doss, Clements, McGhee, Crawford, Colby, Webb
NAYES: None
ABSENT: Mitchell
ABSTAIN: None

Chairman Webb announced the next item on the agenda and asked for the staff report.

APPLICATION for SPECIAL USE PERMIT – Application of Smith Mountain Lake Volunteer Fire & Rescue 
Department, Applicants and Owners, requesting to amend condition #1  of an existing Special Use Permit that was 
granted by the Board of Supervisors on June 1, 2017 to allow the proposed optional storage building to be increased 
in size from 2,500 square feet to a maximum of 5,000 square feet.  The property is approximately 6.13 acres, 
currently zoned R-1, Residential Suburban Subdivision District, and located at the end of Oak Grove Drive in the 
Gills Creek District of Franklin County, and further identified by Franklin County Real Estate Records as Tax 
Map/Parcel # 0150007301. The property has a future land use designation of Low Density Residential.

 
Mr. Harrington explained that on May 16, 2017 the Board of Supervisors approved a special use permit request 
submitted on behalf of the SMLVFR.  The approved permit authorized the development of an emergency services 
facility on a 6.134 acre parcel of land located off Oak Grove Drive in the Gills Creek district. The proposed 
buildings in the approved emergency services facility consist of a main building on the eastern portion of the 
property near the lake, and a smaller storage building on the western side of the property.Mr. Harrington said that 
five conditions were attached to the SUP approval granted in May of 2017.  These five conditions are contained in 
the BOS resolution approving the SUP on May 17, 2017. Subsequent to  the approval of the SUP, the staff and 
applicant discerned that there was an inconsistency between the approving resolution  which limited the size of the 
smaller storage building to 2500 sq. ft. and the approved Exhibit A which limited the size of the smaller building to 
4000 sq. ft.

Mr. Harrington went on to say that based upon the most current facility needs assessment, as undertaken by the 
SMLVFR, the applicant is requesting that the conditions attached to the SUP for this emergency facility be modified
to allow this storage building to contain up to 5,000 sq. ft of storage. No other modifications of the previously 
approved conditions or master plan are requested. This change is not expected to generate any significant impacts 
except increase the allowable size of the storage building.

Mr. Harrington concluded that the recommends that the Planning Commission recommend approval of modifying 
Condition # 1 as contained in the resolution approving the SUP for the SMLVFR emergency services facility. 
Condition #1 shall be modified as follows:
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1) Substantial Conformity. The SUP authorizes the use of the property for an Emergency Services Facility. 
The property shall be developed in substantial conformity with the conceptual plan entitled Smith 
Mountain Lake Volunteer Fire and Rescue, Proposed Master Plan, dated November 8, 2016, and schematic 
layout dated April 11, 2017 prepared by Craighead and Associates, Architects. However, the size of the 
station structure and the storage building depicted on the conceptual plan shall not exceed 5,000 sq. ft. and 
2,500 sq. ft. respectively in total area. maximum size of the proposed main building and the proposed 
storage building shall each not exceed 5,000  sq. ft.

Mr. Harrington offered to answer any questions.

Mr. Colby clarified that the building was on the lower left of the concept plan, 4000 square foot, rectangular 
building.

Mr. Harrington answered that he was correct.

Chairman Webb asked to hear from the applicant.

Andrew Lumsden (on phone) as representative for the applicant Neil Harrington, said he did not have anything to 
add but offered to answer any questions.

Chairman Webb asked if anyone had questions for the applicant; no one did.
Chairman Webb then opened the public hearing and asked if there was anyone present that would like to speak or if 
there were any comments received online; there was not. Chairman Webb closed the public hearing and the 
members had discussion among themselves.

Mr. Colby made a motion to approve, stating that he found that the proposed amendment to allow a proposed 
storage building of up to 5000 sq. ft. as shown on the Proposed Master Plan for Smith Mountain Lake Volunteer 
Fire and Rescue (County Tax Parcel # 0150007301) in the Gills Creek district consistent with the purpose and intent
of the Comprehensive Plan and good zoning practice and will not be of substantial detriment to the community. I 
therefore recommend approval of the SUP request with the following conditions:

1. Substantial Conformity. The SUP authorizes the use of the property for an emergency services facility. The
property shall be developed in substantial conformity with the Smith Mountain Lake Volunteer Fire and 
Rescue Proposed Master Plan, dated November 8, 2016, and schematic layout dated April 11, 2017 
prepared by Craighead and Associates, Architects. However, the maximum size of the proposed main 
building and the proposed storage building shall each not exceed 5,000 sq. ft

2. Buffering. The use of Emergency Services Facility shall require the maintenance of an existing wooded 
buffer along the lake boundary as shown on the Master Plan referenced in Condition #1. In addition, two 
acres of the property are to remain undeveloped and maintained with existing vegetation.

3. Compliance with State Regulations

a. The existing entrance on Oak Grove Drive (Rt 1230) shall be improved to meet VDOT standards and 
requirements prior to any use authorized by this SUP in accordance with VDOT’s letter of December 
22, 2016.

b. No gasoline or oil products shall be stored on the subject property without the approval of Virginia 
DEQ, Fire Marshall or Franklin County Building Official. 

c. Each phase of development shall have an approved development plan detailing all land disturbing 
activities and storm water management

4. No RV or tent camping shall be allowed on the subject property.
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5. The property shall contain no land-based fire suppression services provided by SMLVFR unless approved 
by the Franklin County Director of Public Safety.

Mr. Clements seconded the motion.

The motion to approve the request was approved. Voting on the motion was as follows:

AYES: Doss, Crawford, McGhee, Clements, Colby, Webb
NAYES: None
ABSENT: Mitchell
ABSTAIN: None

Chairman Webb introduced the next item on the agenda and asked for the staff report.

APPLICATION for SPECIAL USE PERMIT – Application of Mohammad Alkhawaja, Applicant, and Kawaja 
Corporation, Owners, requesting a Special Use Permit with possible conditions, to allow for rental of moving 
equipment, located on an approximate 1.68 acre property. The property, currently zoned B-1, Limited Business, is 
located at 445 Doe Run Road in the Snow Creek District of Franklin County and is further identified by Franklin 
County Real Estate Records as Tax Map/Parcel # 0720034301. The Zoning Administrator has determined that the 
rental of moving equipment is a permitted use by issuance of a Special Use Permit in B-1, Limited Business, zoning 
districts. The property has a future land use designation of Low Density Residential.

Mr. Harrington stated that the property is currently used as a convenience store with gas sales with an apartment on 
the lower level of the convenience store. The applicant is proposing to display all the rental trucks and trailers on the
paved portion of the lot along the Tripple Creek Road side of the property. Land uses in the general area are 
primarily residential with several small commercial businesses located near this intersection.

Mr. Harrington went on to say that in December of 2019, this property was previously considered for a SUP that 
would allow the sale of used vehicles on the property. Several people spoke at the public hearing for this SUP 
request. Speakers opposed to the SUP request cited concerns of traffic, trash and noise. The Commission 
recommended approval of the request to the BOS.  The Board denied the request for used vehicle sales at their 
meeting on December 17, 2019 by a vote of 7-0.

Mr. Harrington commented that no significant noise impacts are expected as a result of locating the truck and trailer 
rental business at this location. The 2025 Comprehensive Plan has a future land use designation of Low Density 
Residential for this property. Although low density residential is intended to allow primarily residential 
development, neighborhoods benefit from (and the comprehensive plan supports) small scale commercial uses that 
provide services used by neighborhood residents. No new lighting is proposed for this site. If lighting is proposed in 
the future, the lighting fixtures must be down cast with a shielded light source with a maximum intensity of .5 foot 
candles at any property line. 

Mr. Harrington concluded that the staff recommends approval of this SUP request for a moving truck and trailer 
rental business with the following conditions:

1) Uses authorized by this SUP shall be limited to the rental of moving trucks and trailers.

2) No vehicle repairs shall be allowed on the property.

3) All vehicles on this property shall be in operable condition. No vehicles or equipment shall be stored within
the grass area behind the convenience store. 

4) All moving trucks and trailers shall be located along the Tripple Creek Road side of the building.

5) Any freestanding signage proposed shall comply with the county sign regulations, shall be of a monument 
design and shall not be more than eight (8) feet in height. A sign permit, approved by the county, shall be 
required. 
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6) A minor site plan shall be submitted within sixty (60) days of SUP approval and approved by the zoning 
administrator, showing all required parking areas for store customers and moving truck and trailer display 
areas, landscaping and other site features as required by the Franklin County zoning ordinance.

Mr. Harrington offered to answer any questions; there were none. Chairman Webb asked to hear from the applicant.

Mr. Khawaja (on the phone) said he had nothing to add but would answer any questions. There were none.

Chairman Webb opened the public hearing and asked if there was anyone that would like to speak or if there were 
any comments received online; there was not. Chairman Webb closed the public hearing and discussion amongst the
members ensued.

Mrs. McGhee mentioned that Mrs. Mitchell, Snow Creek representative, had indicated in an email that she had no 
objection to the request.

Mr. Doss made a motion to approve, stating that he found that the proposed SUP for a moving truck and trailer 
rental business on Franklin County Tax Parcel # 0720034301 in the Snow Creek District is consistent with the 
purpose and intent of the Comprehensive Plan and good zoning practice and will not be of substantial detriment to 
adjacent properties or the community. I therefore recommend approval of the SUP request with the following 
conditions.

1) Uses authorized by this SUP shall be limited to the rental of moving trucks and trailers.

2) No vehicle repairs shall be allowed on the property.

3) All vehicles on this property shall be in operable condition.

4) All moving trucks and trailers for rent shall be located along the Tripple Creek Road side of the    
property as proposed on the submitted concept plan.

5) Any freestanding signage proposed shall comply with the county sign regulations, shall be of a 
monument design and shall not be more than eight (8) feet in height. 

6) A minor site plan shall be submitted within sixty (60) days of SUP approval and approved by the zoning 
administrator, showing all required parking areas for store customers and moving truck and trailer display 
areas, landscaping and other site features as required by the Franklin County zoning ordinance.

Mrs. Crawford seconded the motion.

The motion to approve the request was approved. Voting on the motion was as follows:

AYES: Doss, Clements, Crawford, McGhee, Colby, Webb
NAYES: None
ABSENT: Mitchell
ABSTAIN: None

Chairman Webb announced the next item on the agenda and asked for the staff report.

APPLICATION for SPECIAL USE PERMIT- Application of Karen S. Saunders, Applicant and Owner, 
requesting a Special Use Permit with possible conditions to allow for the short term tourist rental of a dwelling on an
approximate 6.71 acre property. The property, currently zoned A-1, Agricultural, is located at 345 Hermitage Road 
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in the Union Hall District of Franklin County and further identified by Franklin County Real Estate Records as Tax 
Map/Parcel # 0470007000. The short term rental of a tourist dwelling is a permitted use by issuance of a special use 
permit in A-1, Agricultural, zoning districts. The property has a future use designation of Low Density Residential.

 
Mr. Harrington explained that Ms. Saunders is the owner of a single family home on Hermitage Rd. in Wirtz, VA. 
Her career is requiring that she move out of state for the next ten years. She would like to retain ownership of her 
home so that it is available as a possible retirement location. Approval to use the house as a short term rental will be 
a source of income to offset maintenance costs and management fees and will allow her to periodically visit and stay
at the home while she resides out of state.The Saunders property is zoned A-1 Agricultural. Per Section 25-179 of 
the County Code, short term rentals are permitted in A-1 zoning districts provided the Board of Supervisors issues a 
special use permit for the use. 

Mr. Harrington stated that the Future Land Use designates the property located at 345 Hermitage Road as Low 
Density Residential according to the 2007 Franklin County Comprehensive Plan.The comprehensive plan would 
support the special use permit for this property to be used as a short term rental dwelling unit due to the fact the 
property would not adversely impact surrounding properties. The location of the dwelling is situated that it cannot 
be seen from other properties and the trees buffering between the two neighbors will help screen and reduce noise.

Mr. Harrington concluded that the staff recommends the Commission recommend approval of this SUP request to 
allow the short term rental of the Saunders residence with the following three conditions:

1) This SUP shall only apply to the existing house located at 345 Hermitage Rd. and shall not apply 
to any additional homes that may be constructed on tax parcel 0470007000.

2) The Franklin County Building Official and Fire Marshal shall inspect the structure proposed for 
short term rental use prior to the structure being used for short term rental to ensure all safety 
requirements are met.

3) The property owner shall complete the “Short Term Rental Certificate of Compliance Form” and 
submit the form to the zoning administrator prior to using the house as a short term rental.  The 
property owner shall at all times comply with the supplementary regulations for short term rentals.

Mr. Harrington offered to answer any questions; there were none.

Mr. Sandy mentioned that AEP had contacted him late that afternoon  requesting that the Planning Commission 
continue the public hearing in this matter in order to allow time for further documentation of existing conditions and 
comparison with archival information as to the condition, configuration, and use of the existing structure. He added 
that a copy of the email had been provided to the Planning Commissioners.

Chairman Webb asked to hear from the applicant.

Mr. Danny Dewitt (on the phone), representative for the applicant, said that they had clarified with the 
Commissioner of Revenue that it was a two bedroom structure. He said they would be in touch with AEP tomorrow.

Chairman Webb asked if anyone had questions for the applicant.

Mr. Colby asked how they would deal with the costs that could potentially be imposed by AEP.

Mr. Dewitt answered that it depended on what exactly they wanted and how extensive it was.

Chairman Webb then opened the public hearing and asked if there was anyone present that would like to speak or if 
any comments had been received online; there was not. Chairman Webb closed the public hearing and the members 
had discussion among themselves.

Mrs. Crawford made a motion to approve, stating that she found that the proposed special use permit to allow the 
single family structure located at 345 Hermitage Road  to be used as a short term rental consistent with the 
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purposeand intent of the Comprehensive Plan and good zoning practice and will not be of substantial detriment to 
the community. I therefore recommend approval of the SUP request with the following conditions:

1. This SUP shall only apply to the existing house located at 345 Hermitage Rd. and shall not apply 
to any additional homes that may in the future be constructed on tax parcel 0470007000.

2. The Franklin County Building Official and Fire Marshal shall inspect the structure proposed for 
short term rental use prior to the structure being used for short term rental to ensure all safety 
requirements are met.

3. The property owner shall complete the “Short Term Rental Certificate of Compliance Form” and 
submit the form to the zoning administrator prior to using the house as a short term rental.  The 
property owner shall at all times comply with the supplementary regulations for short term rentals.

Mr. Doss seconded the motion.

The motion to approve the request was approved. Voting on the motion was as follows:

AYES: Doss, Crawford, McGhee, Clements, Webb
NAYES: None
ABSENT: Mitchell
ABSTAIN: Colby

Chairman Webb introduced the next item on the agenda and asked for the staff report.

PETITION of the FRANKLIN COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS, request to amend Chapter 25 of the 
Franklin County Code, “Zoning”, to modify penalties related to civil and criminal penalties and short term rentals. 
Section 25-138, Supplemental Regulations, to remove regulations and provide a cross-reference to Chapter 5.5 of 
the County Code. Section 25-800, Penalties, and 25-801, Civil Penalties, to remove fine amounts for criminal 
penalties and reference current Virginia Code fine allowances.

Mr. Sandy began by explaining that during discussions of short-term rentals, the Board requested that staff develop a
method to have uniform regulations apply to short-term rentals countywide. Staff has proposed that these uniform 
regulations be established in Chapter 5.5 of the County Code along with a new registry requirement which will also 
apply countywide. It was proposed that Section 25-138 be amended to reference the regulations developed in 
Section 5.5-72. However, after further consideration it is now recommended to have identical regulations in 25-138 
and 5.5-72.

Mr. Sandy added that the Board also requested that staff consider substantial fines for violations of the County’s 
zoning ordinance. It is recommended that the ordinance pertaining to penalties be revised to be consistent with the 
allowable fines authorized by the Code of VA.  

Mr. Sandy concluded that respectively requests that the Commission table the approval of the proposed zoning 
ordinance amendments to Chapter 25, Zoning, Section 5.5-72 of County Code pertaining to short-term rentals until 
June meeting or until such time as the Board of Supervisors adopts regulations in 5.5-72.

Mr. Sandy offered to answer any questions.

Mrs. Crawford asked that she would like the Board to consider changing item (g) relating to fire extinguishers. She 
said she would prefer it require fire extinguishers on every level of the house.

Mr. Sandy said that could be added to item (g).
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Chairman Webb opened the public hearing and asked if there was anyone present that would like to speak or if any 
comments had been received online; there was not. Chairman Webb said that the public hearing would be continued 
to the next meeting and the members had discussion among themselves.

Mrs. Crawford made a motion to table action in order to re-advertise and reschedule this item for another public 
hearing until such time as the Board of Supervisors adopts regulations in 5.5-72.

Mr. Clements seconded the motion.

Voting on the motion to table action was approved. Voting on the motion was as follows:

AYES: Doss, Clements, Crawford, McGhee, Colby, Webb

NAYES: None

ABSENT: Mitchell

ABSTAIN: None

Chairman Webb announced the next item as citizen comment and asked if there was anyone present that would like 
to speak on any topic; there was not.

With no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m.

Hannah Powell, Clerk 05/25/20
Franklin County Planning Commission Date




