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May 3, 2021 
Steve Sandy 
Director of Planning, Franklin County 
1255 Franklin Street, STE 103 
Rocky Mount, Virginia 24152  
 
Re: Special Use Permit Application for Westlake Solar 
 
Dear Steve, 
 
Please accept the enclosed application package submitted by Energix Westlake, LLC for a special use permit for a 
proposed 20MW alternative current solar generation project in Franklin County. This application is submitted 
following a pre-application meeting with the County and the community meeting which took place on March 18, 
2021 and April 26, 2021, respectively.  
 
We are committed to being a long-term corporate citizen and responsible neighbor in the community. With that 
commitment, Energix has designed this solar generation project to fully comply with and where possible exceed 
the County’s zoning ordinance requirements.  
 
Please contact me at 703-373-7492 or sanket@energix-us.com should you have any questions or require 
additional information.  We look forward to presenting this information to the Planning Commission and Board of 
Supervisors. 
 
 
Best regards, 
 
 
________________ 
Sanket Kolte 
Project Acquisition and Development Analyst 
Energix Westlake, LLC and Energix US, LLC 
2311 Wilson Blvd. Ste. 640 
Arlington, Virginia 22201 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:sanket@energix-us.com
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1. Project and Applicant Overview 

Energix Westlake, LLC is proposing the development and construction of an 20MWac solar photovoltaic project in 
Franklin County, referred to as “Westlake Solar” (the “Project”). The Project will be located on approximately 220 
acres (the “Project Area”) of a 592-acre parcel privately owned by SMLVA LLC and SMLVA ll LLC, tax map number 
0300002000 (the “Property”), which is south of Booker T Washington Highway in Franklin County. Approximately 
120 acres of the Property will be reserved and used for setbacks, vegetative buffers, pollinator plantings and 
stream and wetland protection areas. Site control has been secured through a long-term lease and a redacted 
copy is enclosed as Exhibit G. The Project will deliver clean and cost-competitive energy to the existing Westlake 
Substation, owned by Appalachian Power through a distribution circuit running along Booker T Washington 
Highway, feeding into the Appalachian Power grid infrastructure. The remaining acreage of the Property will not 
be part of the Project and will be outside of the Project Area and remain available for unrelated development by 
the Property owner.  
 
Energix Westlake, LLC is a subsidiary of Energix US, LLC, one of the leading utility-scale solar developers and long-
term project owners in the Commonwealth. Headquartered in Arlington, Virginia, we leverage our extensive 
industry experience and financial strength to build sustainable, renewable energy projects that generate revenue 
for localities, deliver reliable electricity to customers, protect the environment, and provide financial security to 
our landowner partners.  
 
Energix will be the long-term owner and operator of 
the Project.   
 
Generation of energy from the sun occurs without any 
noise or greenhouse gas emissions. Beyond the 
ultimate environmental benefit of generating 
electrical energy without producing greenhouse gas 
emissions, solar projects have local environmental 
and financial benefits. Unlike many other industries 
and businesses, solar facility components are 
pollutant free and do not emit noise that is audible offsite. Solar projects do not permanently alter soil or 
groundwater or the future development potential of the land and require no harmful fertilizers, pesticides, or 
herbicides. This Project will have a defined useful life which preserves the land for future uses and will not 
permanently alter the Property.   
 
Solar facilities generate increased local tax revenue through real estate and machinery and tools tax.  The 
increased taxes can support County services and infrastructure without any increased demand by the Project for 
public utilities, solid waste disposal, human services, or public education. The tax contribution (estimated at 
around $2.2 -2.5 million over project’s lifetime), in addition to increased real estate taxes resulting from the 
reassessment value (estimated to be $12,000/acre over the project’s lifetime), will support critical County-funded 
projects. 
 
Representatives of Westlake Solar have been in communication with County staff, and elected officials over the 
past several months regarding the Project. This narrative further explains the Project and demonstrates 
compliance with the County’s requirements.     
 
 

Approx. 220 acres to be used for the 
solar field and native grass plantings. 

Approx. 120 acres to be used for 
setback, vegetative buffer, pollinator 
garden and natural resource protection 
area. 
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2. Project Details 

a. Project Area 

The Property is currently zoned as a Residential Planned District (RPD). Properties to the south are zoned A1 
(Agricultural), and properties to the west are zoned as B2 (General Business District) as depicted below. There is 
a mix of planned commercial district, limited business district and Residential suburban district within 1-mile 
radius of the property. Currently, the Property is a vacant unused land generating no income to the property 
owner. The project is only going to use about 230 acres of the entire property.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PROJECT AREA 
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b. Technology and Design 

The proposed project will utilize Tier 1 
equipment from bankable and reliable 
suppliers. For equipment to be categorized Tier 
1, they must be used by 6 different projects and 
financed by 6 different banks. Tier equipment 
are said to be more reliable, have robust 
warranties and are used by majority of the solar 
developers due to their quality.  The modules 
contemplated for the Project will use 
photovoltaic technology and will be procured 
from an American module manufacturer, First 
Solar. The system is expected to be configured 
as a single axis tracking system with UL listed components which will be installed in conformity with the National 
Electric Code. Given the proposed design, the structures will track the movement of the sun during the day, 
allowing for sufficient sunlight for vegetation to thrive underneath the panels. The height of racking and solar 
panels will not exceed 12ft. Transformers, substation and tie-lines may exceed this height. 
 

c. Natural Resources 

Prior to the commencement of construction, this Project must obtain additional state and federal approvals.  The 
principal state level approval is administered by the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality through a 
permit-by-rule process for solar projects.  The Virginia Department of Environmental Quality process requires 
verification that the Project will not impact wetlands, threatened and endangered species, natural resources, 
historically or culturally significant areas.  The additional studies and evaluations include the following: 

• Wetlands and Streams- The Project will undergo in-field stream and wetland delineation and submit its reports 
to the Army Corps of Engineers to obtain Preliminary Jurisdictional Determination. The proposed design and 
layout avoid impacts to wetlands identified by the desktop analysis and will likely feature one stream crossing. 
The project layout will be finalized after the Preliminary Jurisdictional Determination is obtained from the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers. 

• Cultural Resources- Cultural in-field and desktop surveys will be undertaken to make sure no resources eligible 
for National Register of Historic Places lie within the project limits or within a 1-mile radius of the Project. 
Virginia Department of Environmental Quality will be consulted. Concurrence from the Department of Historic 
Resources will also take place.  

• Threatened and Endangered Species Survey (T&E)- The project will undergo desktop surveys, and local 
environmental consultant will be engaged. In order to prevent potential impacts to the species, the project 
will abide by the commonly used practices, e.g., “time of year restrictions” on tree clearing, or will implement 
any other measures as may be required by the Department of Environmental Quality in the course of Permit 
by Rule permitting. In order to support native plants and animals, a pollinator garden will be planted on a 
minimum of 10% of the project facility to increase the site’s biodiversity in line with Virginia Pollinator-Smart 
Program guidelines.  

 
 
 
 

Example of vegetation on Energix 40MW project in 
Chesapeake, VA 
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d. Construction and decommissioning hours of operation  

All land clearing and grading activities shall be limited to the hours of 7:00 am until 8:00 pm, Monday through 
Sunday. Pile driving operations shall be limited to 8:30 am until 7:00 pm, Monday through Sunday. All  
remaining construction activities may be conducted between 6:00 am and 9:00 pm.  
 

e. Noise levels  

At all times during construction and operation, the Project will comply with the County’s noise ordinance. Any 
noise during construction will be temporary and occur only during the construction hours of operation. The noise 
emitting activities will be limited to daytime operations to alleviate noise impacts to neighboring properties.  
During operation, there will be no audible noise outside the Project Area due to implementation of 100ft setbacks 
combined with vegetative buffers and equipment that emits very low noise.   

f. Glint and Glare 

Westlake Solar used the Federal Aviation Administration’s (“FAA”) Notice Criteria Tool to determine the impact of 
the project on airways. The notice criteria tool is a tool provided by the FAA to determine if the project needs to 
be filed for a hazard study with the FAA. If the tool determines that the project is eligible, the FAA will further 
evaluate the project for its impact on the surroundings. If, the project is deemed ineligible by the criteria tool, no 
further steps are required by the FAA.   
 
The tool determined that Westlake Solar did not exceed the agency’s criteria and the project does not need any 
further FAA study. The FAA determined that Westlake Solar did not present a hazard to air traffic. The FAA notice 
criteria tool results is attached as Exhibit C in the application.  
 
In general, Solar does not produce any substantial Glint and Glare. For the Westlake project, glint and glare to 
nearby residences are limited due to the site’s isolated location, extensive buffering, and landscaping. A 100-foot 
setback will be established from each property line. In addition, the height of the solar farm is limited to a 
maximum of 12 feet from the ground. The extensive buffers along with the height of the equipment will make it 
less likely to cause any disturbance to the surroundings.  
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3. Visual Impacts & Landscaping Plan 

To mitigate visual impacts to nearby residences, and properties, the Project will maintain a minimum of 100 feet 
setbacks from all its property boundaries. The Project Area will consist of two distinct vegetative sections to ensure 
maximum survivability, diversity and creation of wildlife and pollinator habitats: 
 
1. Tree Cover: All matured trees around the Project fence will be maintained to make sure the project is fully 

screened. If any fence section does not have matured trees, new trees will be planted to ensure screening of 
the project from all sides. The additional vegetation will consist of evergreen trees, which will create a nearly 
opaque screen. These species will be planted in three staggered rows, 15-foot on center at minimum height 
of 5ft. The selected species will grow to the minimum height of 10-feet within the first three years of planting. 
A mix of at least three varieties of evergreens will be used to will provide greater plant diversity, visual interest, 
and natural appearance. Below is a simulated example of a solar project in Virginia of the buffer planting and 
its growth of the screening tree cover over the years.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Pollinator Habitat: Pollinator meadow will be established in the remaining strip of the setback to support 

habitat for such critical species as bees, butterflies, monarchs, and hummingbirds. The plants used for the 
pollinator meadow will be selected and planted in accordance with Virginia Pollinator-Smart Solar program 
guidelines. The vegetation will be further maintained in accordance with the guidelines specified in the 
program.  
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4. Proposed Project Timeline 

 
Westlake solar also has reached out to the local utility, Appalachian Power, which conducted and completed the 
impact study for the project in March of 2021. The project began its local permitting phase in March of this year.  
 
After completion of the local permitting, the state permitting will include reviews by agencies such as Department 
of Wildlife resources, and Department of Historic Review.  It is anticipated that the Project will then secure 
Stormwater, Building, Electrical and other preconstruction permits and site plan review from the County and state 
by March of 2022 to begin construction in April of 2022.  The Project is anticipated to a have an operations period 
of at least 35 years.  
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5. Stormwater Management and Erosion & Sediment Control 

The Project will be designed to satisfy the requirements of Franklin County and Virginia Department of 
Environmental Quality (DEQ) stormwater management (SWM) and erosion & sediment control (ESC) regulations. 
ESC measures will be implemented to protect downstream properties and waterways from sediment-laden runoff 
during construction and SWM measures will be implemented to protect downstream properties and waterways 
from increased volumes and flows after construction is complete. There is also going to be a 200ft setback from 
Betty’s Creek to avoid any disturbance to the stream.  
 
The Project site generally has 5%-10% slopes to the Northwest of the site. The SWM and ESC design will protect 
all the waterways during and following construction. During construction, adequate ESC measures will be installed 
around the perimeter of the site and along the stream to filter sediment from runoff prior to entering the 
waterways. ESC measures will include silt fence, diversion dikes, and sediment basins. Throughout construction, 
dust control, straw mulching, and seeding immediately following grading activities will be implemented to 
minimize exposed soils. Where practical, grading activities will be sequenced to minimize the number of open 
soils exposed at one time.  
 
Throughout construction, Energix will oversee all construction activities and will have full-time on-site staff to 
continuously monitor and direct the function, maintenance, and repair of ESC installations. This will help ensure 
any mud tracked onto a public roadway is quickly removed or any damaged perimeter control is quickly repaired.  
As one of the final stages of construction, the temporary ESC sediment basins will be converted to permanent 
SWM detention facilities. We anticipate a few permanent SWM facilities on the project based on the existing 
topography and SWM requirements. These basins will be designed to meet the quantity requirements (flood and 
channel protection) of the SWM regulations. SWM Quality requirements are anticipated to be met through 
preservation of forested/open space and nutrient credit purchases. These facilities will be maintained by Energix 
pursuant to an approved maintenance agreement for the life of the development.  
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6. Impact to Surrounding Properties and Roadways  

Prior to construction, the Property will be surveyed for environmental conditions with very few visits from our 
environmental or engineering consultants. There will be no alteration of the land, creation of additional noise, or 
increase in traffic.  

 
During construction, there will be temporary, construction-related traffic and noise. This phase of the Project is 
estimated to take between six and nine months. During the peak of construction activities, less than 80 vehicle 
trips a day will be generated by the Project. Prior to commencement of construction, all permits will be secured 
including the conditional use permit, site plan approval, permit by rule, land disturbance, stormwater, building 
and electrical permits. Westlake Solar will coordinate with VDOT to ensure traffic and road safety measures will 
be implemented in line with applicable VDOT requirements. Traffic and transportation plan will be submitted to 
VDOT for comments. During construction, proper county and DEQ approved erosion and sediment control 
measures will be put in place to ensure protection of downstream landowners and watersheds. In addition, all 
stormwater management facilities shall be put in place to meet State and County requirements for water quality 
and quantity control.  
 
To mitigate any potential impacts from construction traffic on public roads, Energix agrees as a voluntary condition 
to repair any damage to Booker T Washington road occur within 100 feet of any entrance to the facility for up to 
a year after construction concludes. Details of this repair plan will be coordinated through VDOT and Franklin 
Public Works prior to site plan approval to allow any defects to be remedied in a timely fashion with minimal 
disruption to the public thoroughfare. Additionally, as part of the Site Development Plan, measures addressing 
traffic mitigation will be further developed.  
 
During the Project’s operation phase of approximately 35 years, Energix will maintain and operate the Project and 
the only anticipated traffic during that time come from vegetation and technical maintenance personnel. These 
visits will only take place a few times a year. There will be no staff on-site and Energix will monitor the operations 
of the {project remotely. The Project will be secured with fencing to ensure only authorized personnel enter the 
Project Area. The visual impacts to adjoining properties will be mitigated by vegetative buffers and setbacks. The 
proposed vegetative buffer is presented in the Conceptual Site Plan attached as Exhibit B. 
 
After the end of the useful life of the Project, Energix will remove all equipment, including buried cables and 
pilings, and stabilize the soil. Energix will post a decommissioning surety with Franklin County to ensure prompt 
and proper project removal at the end of the Project’s useful life. Topsoil will be segregated, stockpiled for later 
use prior to any excavation and the subsurface soils will be staged next to the excavation and subsequently 
redistributed across the disturbance area. Due to the high salvage value of the equipment (e.g., metal from 
racking, solar modules, cables), most of the system components will be removed, resold, or recycled for future 
use. Energix has partnered with First Solar, a U.S. based module manufacturer, who maintains recycling program 
for their solar modules1  
 

 
 
 
 

 
1 https://www.firstsolar.com/en/Modules/Recycling 
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7. Impact to Surrounding Property Values  

As a part of its development process for Westlake Solar, the Project commissioned an independent 3rd party report 
from Kirkland Appraisal. Kirkland Appraisals has extensive experience with Virginia property value appraisals and 
analysis. Kirkland Appraisals specifically studied the impact of Project on the surrounding community. The 
consultant reached the following conclusions regarding the Project: 
 

• The adjoining properties are well set back from the proposed solar panels and the majority of the Project 
Area is buffered with existing landscaping for screening the Project.  

• Additional supplemental vegetation is proposed to supplement the areas where the existing trees are 
insufficient to provide a proper screen. 

• The matched pair analysis shows no impact on home values due to abutting or adjoining a solar farm as 
well as no impact to abutting or adjacent vacant residential or agricultural land where the solar farm is 
properly screened and buffered.  

• The criteria that typically correlates with downward adjustments on property values such as noise, odor, 
and traffic all indicate that a solar farm is a compatible use for rural/residential transition areas and that 
it would function in a harmonious manner with this area. 

• Data from the university studies, broker commentary, and other appraisal studies support a finding of no 
impact on property value adjoining a solar farm with proper setbacks and landscaped buffers. 

• Very similar solar farms in very similar areas have been found by hundreds of towns and counties not to 
have a substantial negative effect to abutting or adjoining properties, and many of those findings of no 
impact have been upheld by appellate courts.  

• Similar solar farms have been approved with adjoining agricultural uses, schools, churches, and 
residential developments. 

 
The Kirkland Appraisals study is attached to this application as an Exhibit G.  
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8. Economic Plan 

a. Tax Revenue 

 Machinery and Tools Tax 
Solar Facilities are subject to local machinery and tool taxes, with a complex set of exemptions contained in Va. 
Code § 58.1-3660. Under this code section, solar facilities are deemed “Certified Pollution Control Equipment and 
Facilities” and are exempted from state and local taxation pursuant to Article X, Section 6(d) of the Constitution 
of Virginia. This exemption has various limitations on applicability, and tiered percentages of the assessed value 
of Certified Pollution Control Equipment and Facilities are subject to Machinery and Tools Taxes. For Westlake 
Solar because it is larger than five megawatts and it applied for interconnection with the Appalachian Power in 
December of 2020, it would be subject to an 80% exemption from local machinery and tools taxes for the first five 
years, 70% exemption for the next five and 60% for the last 15 years. The project would be subject to depreciation 
of the solar equipment based on the county’s depreciation schedule. We have used the Virginia SCC’s depreciation 
schedule to calculate taxes for this project. This would be replaced by the county’s depreciation schedule. The 
current M&T tax rate in the Franklin County is $0.70/$100.00. M&T revenue along with the reassessed property 
tax for 230 acres at $12,000/acre from Westlake Solar are estimated to be approx. $2,120,582 over 35-years. 
 
Revenue Share 
“Revenue Share” is a local option for localities designed to serve as an alternative to the Machinery and Tool tax 
regime. Localities may adopt a revenue share ordinance and assess up to $1,400 per megawatt of solar facility 
“nameplate capacity,” with an escalator of 10% every 5 years, beginning in 2026, over the life of the project. If 
localities adopt Solar Revenue share, solar facilities are exempt from Machinery and Tool Taxes in that locality. 
For Westlake Solar, the Revenue Share, with the 10% escalator beginning in 2026, will provide slightly more 
revenue than Machinery and Tools Tax over the life of the project.  Revenue Share revenues from Westlake Solar 
along with the reassessed property tax are estimated to be approx. $2,500,000 over 35-years. 
 

b. Change in Project Property Value 

Under the current land use, the Property’s assessment value equals $3,921,600 and brings $23,921.76 in annual 
real estate revenues to the County. Based on the trend of other similar solar facilities across Virginia, Energix 
anticipates the reassessment value to increase significantly after the Project is completed and operational.  Based 
on trends observed across Virginia, Energix estimates reassessment value to increase to $10,000-$12,000 per acre, 
which would increase the Property’s assessment value to around $5,117,005. Anticipated annual revenue from 
the reassessed value would be around $33,600 per year and increase based on changes to the County’s real estate 
tax rate. 
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c. Economic activity 

In addition to bringing additional tax revenue to the community, Solar projects directly stimulate local job markets 
by increasing the demand for labor. Westlake Solar anticipates creating more than 70 well-paying jobs during the 
construction phase. Energix aims to source as much local labor as possible while maintaining the highest safety 
and quality standards. Virginia’s solar industry has expanded significantly in the last few years which increases our 
ability to source labor locally and provide valuable workforce training and experience. 
 
For positions that cannot be filled locally, Energix houses non-local workers in local hotels and allocates per diem 
spending for food. Energix will use hotels in Franklin County to the greatest extent possible to ensure the local 
hospitality industry benefits directly from this project. 

d. Additional Development Prospects 

Several tech companies such as Amazon Web Services, Apple, Google, Facebook, and Microsoft are moving 
towards 100% renewable energy sourcing and ability to procure renewable energy is driving their siting decisions. 
Several of these companies pursue renewables to lower energy costs for their data centers, which comprise 40-
80% of their annual expenses.  

 
According to data from the Virginia Economic Development Partnership, data centers are becoming a key 
component of regional economic development, since 2016 data centers have accounted for: 

- $1.8 billion in new capital investment in Henrico County, 
- $1.5 billion in Loudoun County,  
- $1.0 billion in Prince William County 

 
Access to clean, renewable power combined with the ongoing broadband deployment in the County makes 
Franklin County a more attractive location for large prospective employers. 
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9. Project Conformity with the 2025 Franklin County Comprehensive Plan 

Westlake Solar is a low-impact development that supports Franklin County’s vision of, “appreciating its rural, 
scenic Blue Ridge landscape and rich cultural and agricultural heritage is a uniquely balanced, highly educated, 
prosperous, and diverse land of families, businesses, and communities of faith who thrive amongst interconnected 
neighborhoods where personal responsibility and community interdependence are cherished.” 
 
A. The Project is in accord with the overarching goals of the Comprehensive Plan:  
1. Environment 
The Project is designed to protect air, water, and soil resources. It is in keeping with Franklin’s rural heritage - it 
has no effect on any sensitive environmental areas surrounding the project including wetlands. The project has 
considerable setbacks from all wetlands and streams present on the property. The project will also use local 
pollinator garden and beekeepers to enhance local biodiversity of the area and the site.  
2. Cultural Resources 
The Project will be evaluated for impact to historic resources and will not directly or indirectly impact any of the 
Franklin County’s historic resources. Any cultural resource found on the project site will be avoided and mitigation 
techniques would be used after consulting the state DEQ.  
3. Community Facilities 
With the significant buffering outlined in the Landscaping Plan, this project will be almost completely hidden from 
view, protecting the rural agrarian aesthetic Franklin enjoys. As stated above, the Project will not cause increases 
in Franklin’s population. 
4. Housing  
The project does not have any effect on the housing infrastructure of the county. There will be no change in 
demand for the housing market in the county with the approval of this project. There will be no person living on 
site once the project is built.  
5. Public Utilities 
Westlake Solar will be connected to the local utility’s grid infrastructure (Appalachian Power). All the energy 
generated from the local project will be exported back to the local utility. The project will provide local, clean, 
green, and cheap energy to the local utility, consistent with the county’s plan for utilities and environmental 
quality.   
6. Development  
As stated above, this Project prevents unwanted development from occurring for at least 35 years while allowing 
the land to be put into a highly productive use and supplying the locality with significant revenues. The land is free 
to be used once the project is decommissioned and has no effect on any development activities surrounding the 
project.  
7.Economic Development 
This project will require very few public resources from project permitting through decommissioning and will 
provide the county with enhanced tax revenue, with no impact on the county resources. The project will also 
provide for over 70 well-paying construction jobs. People living outside the county area will be housed in local 
hotels, providing stimulus to the local hospitality industry. 
8. Transportation 
This project will have almost no impact on transportation network of the county. Sperate access roads to the site 
will be built after consulting the local VDOT office. The expected travel to the project site will be twice a year for 
routine O&M activities thereby being no strain on the county’s road networks or causing any traffic.  
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10. Community Outreach Plan 

As one of the leading utility-scale solar developers in the Commonwealth, Energix relies on community 
partnerships to ensure project success. Our goal is that we become a part of the community, no matter the size 
or location of the project. Although COVID has changed the way that organizations interact with community 
members, it enhances the need for community relationships and engagement. Westlake Solar took the following 
steps: 
 
Stage 1: Online Approach (Stage 1 was completed prior to the SUP application submission):  

• Creating a project website as a central point for distributing information allowing access at visitor’s 
convenience 

• The website will be updated periodically and contain critical project information.  

• Dedicated email address and phone line are posted on the website to allow for easy communication: 
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Stage 2: Introduction via mail and community meeting (Stage 2 was completed prior to the SUP application 
submission):  
 

• We identified 21 landowners and businesses that are directly adjacent to the Property and sent mail to 
each resident a letter introducing ourselves, explaining the Project and a Project fact sheet. The 
Information Packet was mailed to the community on April 16, 2021 is included in this application as Exhibit 
E. 

• Within a week of the mailing campaign, we recorded over 200 visits on the project’s website. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stage 3: Continued engagement with the community:  
 

• We will continue to engage with the local community through different measures, and answer questions 
and feedback on the project throughout the permitting process, and if approved, throughout the life of 
the project.  
 



 
 

 

 

 
EXHIBIT A 

 
SPECIAL USE PERMIT APPLICATION 

 
 



Updated July 16, 2020 

FRANKLIN COUNTY 
SPECIAL USE PERMIT APPLICATION
 

(Type or Print) 
 
I/We,_______________________________________, as Owner(s), Contract Purchasers, or Owner’s 
Authorized Agent of the property described below, hereby apply to the Franklin County Board of 
Supervisors for a special use permit on the property as described below: 
 
Petitioner’s Name: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Petitioner’s Address: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Petitioner’s Phone Number: _______________________________________________________________ 
 
Petitioner’s E-mail: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Property Owner’s Name: ________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Property Owner’s Address: ______________________________________________________________  
 
Property Owner’s Phone Number: _________________________________________________________ 
 
Property Owner’s E-mail: ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Physical Address of the Property: __________________________________________________________ 
 
Directions to Property from Rocky Mount: __________________________________________________ 
 
  _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Tax Map and Parcel Number: ____________________________________________________________ 
 
 Magisterial District: ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Property Information: 
 

A. Size of Property: 
______________________________________________________________ 

 
B. Existing Zoning:  _____________________________________________________________ 

 
C. Existing Land Use: 

____________________________________________________________ 
 

D. Is property located within any of the following overlay zoning districts: 
 

___Corridor District ___Westlake Overlay District ___Smith Mountain Lake Surface District 
 

E. Is any land submerged under water or part of a lake?     Yes     No     If yes, explain. 
 

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 

Energix Westlake, LLC

2311 Wilson Blvd., STE 640, Arlington, VA 22201

703-373-7492

sanket@energix-us.com

SMLVA LLC and SMLVA II LLC

3086 Custers Rd,Harrisonburg VA 22802

540-560-1209

Dkiser9821@aol.com

14374 Booker T Washington Hwy, Moneta, VA 24121

Get on VA-122 N and drive approximately 15 miles

Gills Creek

Tax Map: 030.00  Parcel Number: 020.00

592.82 acres

and make right at Westlake Corner

Some part of property on the Western border

X

RPD (Residential Planned Unit Development)

X

South Eastern part of the property borders the lake

Energix Westlake, LLC

DocuSign Envelope ID: E05D7C3A-026B-46A0-B045-46E88280C6C7DocuSign Envelope ID: 19CB15C8-AE01-420B-AB63-F848D20157F1



Updated July 16, 2020 

Proposed Special Use Permit Information: 

A. Proposed Land Use: 
___________________________________________________________ 

 
B. Size of Proposed Use: _________________________________________________________ 

 
C. Other Details of Proposed Use: __________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
 

Checklist for completed items: 

_____ Application Form 
 
 _____ Letter of Application 
 
 _____ Concept Plan 
 
 _____ Application Fee 
 
 

**I certify that this application for a special use permit and the information submitted 
herein is correct and accurate. I authorize County staff to access this property for purposes 
related to the review and processing of this application. 

Petitioner’s Name (Print): _______________________________ 
 
   Signature of Petitioner:    _______________________________ 
 
   Date: _______________________________________________ 
 
   Mailing Address: ______________________________________ 
 
   ___________________________________________________ 
 
   Telephone: ___________________________________________ 
    
   Email Address: ________________________________________ 
 

Owner’s consent, if petitioner is not property owner: 
 
   Owner’s Name (Print): _________________________________ 
 
   Signature of Owner:    __________________________________ 
 
   Date: _______________________________________________ 

More details on attached narrative

Ground mounted solar facility

230 acres

X

X

X

X

Energix Westlake, LLC

04/28/21

2311 Wilson Blvd., STE 640, Arlington, VA 22201

703-373-7492

sanket@energix-us.com

SMLVA LLC and SMLVA ll LLC

DocuSign Envelope ID: E05D7C3A-026B-46A0-B045-46E88280C6C7

5/3/2021

David Kiser Landowner

DocuSign Envelope ID: 19CB15C8-AE01-420B-AB63-F848D20157F1

Itamar Sarussi, Authorized 
representative of Energix Westlake, LLC


















































































































































































































































































































































