
FRANKLIN COUNTY 
SPECIAL USE PERMIT APPLICATION

(Type or Print)

i/we,/r^cL-(xVc- A K«fLe htia&s. _as Owner(s), Contract Purchasers, or Owner's 
Authorized Agent of the property described below, hereby apply to the Franklin County Board of 
Supervisors for a special use permit on the property as described below:

Petitioner's Name: / HEL. Lij/'£ // t U I/1 ilt/Z-_______________________

Petitioner's Address: S/i (ifieri Pctx!c~ tf/J,,, VA~ 2- fS'S'j____________

Petitioner's PhoneNumber: ^' iCS! ~ 02*‘2~ i ^ H^l 'I*! fcQ

Petitioner's E-mail: l\(\CJc\lr,L£IaJiVLWrfS. L-*GaA_______________________

Property Owner's Name:_____AS ArtSo^__________________________________________________
//

Property Owner's Address:_________________________________________________________________
It

Property Owner's Phone Number:____________________________________________________________
ii

Property Owner's E-mail;___________________________________________________________________

Directions to Property from Rocky Mount: /*/o f tJ /i?Z. f'hth /l/ A On Mt>r€-(OOod /&(.

Tax Map and Parcel Number: O ^ ^ OkOO^SoO_______________________________________

Magisterial District;_____________________________________________________________________

Property Information:

A. Size of Property:
Q.f2 fircrel

C. Existing LandLand Use:

D. Is property located within any of the following overlay zoning districts:

Corridor District _ Overlay District \/Smith Mountain Lake Surface District

E. Is any land submerged under water or part of a lake? Yes No If yes, explain.

Proposed Special Use Permit Information:

A. Proposed
Y/i / - ie/fn tf rrh- /

Land Use:
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B. Size of Proposed Use: f CxJfrerri' Si ^_________________

C. Other Details of Proposed Use: jX it uiiiiti1
( (< fhtv^t^h^rtn rtnirt/ -k> lf£C- up- Hhe*

fj0c Jc~, , 

Checklist for completed items:

__ Application Form

__ Letter of Application

__ Concept Plan

__ Application Fee

**I certify that this application for a special use permit and the information submitted 
herein is correct and accurate.

PtrtC-h' i)a ?-Vsry___________
Telephone: ~ _________________ __

Email Address: Ik

Owner's consent, if petitioner is not property owner:

Owner's Name (Print):________________________________ __

Signature of Owner: ___________________________________

Date:_________________________________________________

Date Received by Planning Staff_______________________

Clerk's Initials: _____________

CHECK#:_________________
RECPT.#:_________________
AMOUNT:_______________
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December 20, 2022 

Rachel Love  
Special Use Permit Applicant 
1037 Shadow Peak Rd. 
Forest, VA 24551 
 
Lisa Cooper 
Director of Planning 
Development Services 
1255 Franklin Street, Suite 103 
Rocky Mount, VA 24151 
 
Subject: Letter of Application for Special Use Permit for Short Term Rental  
 
Dear Ms. Cooper, 
 
This letter serves as our letter of application for a Special Use Permit in order to utilize our property 
located at 1970 Morewood Rd., Hardy, VA, 24101 as a short-term rental.  We purchased the home in 
May of this year and the home was in poor condition.  We are currently investing in repairs to the home 
to ensure it will be in great condition in early 2023.  We have replaced the roof, installed new gutters, 
installed new flooring, and replaced a heat pump and will be working from January through March to 
update all the bathrooms and other areas of the home.   
 
The home is approximately 3900 sqft and has four (4) bedrooms and three and a half (3.5) bathrooms.   
The home septic tank holds 1000 gallons and is rated for three (3) bedrooms (i.e. six (6) person capacity 
limit).   We have had the septic and pump-back system inspected and pumped in September 2022.  We 
have attached the inspection report with the application.  The home is located on approximately three 
(3) quarters of an acre with a private driveway.  The home has private off-street parking for three (3) to 
four (4) vehicles and is located off of a public road.   
 
My husband and I have owned and operated two short-term rental properties through Airbnb.  One 
home located in Moneta, VA on Smith Mountain Lake and a second in Lynchburg, VA.  We recently sold 
the home in Lynchburg, VA to purchase this home in Hardy, VA.  We operated the home in Lynchburg 
from 2018 till early 2022 and have been operating the home in Moneta, VA since mid-2020.  All of our 
rentals have been registered and followed local ordinances and rules.  
 
We will provide specific guidance to our renters on where parking is allowed and not allowed.  We will 
also mark key areas designating where our well head and drain field is location to ensure the property is 
protected.  We also clearly define local laws, noise ordinances, and particular rules for our neighborhood 
in our home rules that must be accepted and agreed to before bookings are allowed.  We clearly 
stipulate that any breaking of the rules will result in immediate termination of their stay.    
 
The home is located directly on the lake with a private dock.  The dock has a boat lift, upper deck, and a 
large floating dock.  The Renters will have access to the dock, upper deck, and floater for personal use.  
At this time, we do not intend to allow renters the use of the boat lift but may in the future.  We 
replaced the existing boat lift with a brand new one in June of this year as the old one had significant 
wear.  Our dock is located in a wider cove with large distance between docks, as can be seen on the 
concept plan. 



Renters will have access to the entire home with the exception of the garage, utility areas, and locked 
owner areas.  We use smart locks/keypads for access to these areas if there is any emergent issue that 
would require them access.  We will provide the renters access to the home through a smart lock as we 
found this to be the most convenient and ensures that we fully control access to the home.  Each renter 
receives a unique access code that is only valid during their rental period.   
 
We provide each renter a home user-guide a few days before their check-in day.  We have attached 
examples of our guides for our other homes.  We will create a similar guide for this home showing 
where local sites are such as grocery stores, restaurants, and any other places of interest.  The home 
guide includes instructions on how to operate features of the home, the rules of the home and check-
out instructions.  We also provide additional guidance to the area if requested by the renter.  We 
provide information based on their interests, such as hiking, shopping, wineries, or art. 
 
We pride ourselves on our rentals being of the highest quality and focus on the homes upkeep and 
cleanliness.  We have always been super-hosts with over 143 reviews with an average of a 4.96 rating 
out of 5.0.  It is important to us that our guests are treated with respect as well as our neighbors.  We 
have included in our application a letter from our next-door neighbor for our Moneta rental home. We 
have a wonderful relationship with all of our neighbors and ensure that our guests do not have a 
negative impact on their homes or properties.  We provide our contact information to all our neighbors, 
and they can contact us day or night if there are any issues.   
 
We live in Forest, VA which is about 50 minutes from both homes. When issues arise, we deal with them 
in person and come to the properties.  We also have a neighbor who will assist if an issue is emergent, 
and needs addressed immediately: Greg Nester – 540-797-6499 (Moneta, VA). 
 
My husband and I love the Smith Mountain Lake area and spending time on the lake.  We plan to move 
there when we retire.  We have an invested interest in the area, and it is very important to us to invest 
in the community and improvements for the residents and businesses. 
 

Sincerely, 

 

Rachel S. Love 

 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 

1. 1970_Morewood_Special_Use_Permit_application.pdf  - (includes Special Use Application Form, 
Project Plan, Evacuation Plans, Septic Permit, Septic Inspection Report, Concept Plan, and Land 
Plat) 

2. 131 Charmwood Vacation Home Guide 
3. 101 Vermont Vacation Home Guide 
4. Character Letter (Kerrie Sarvey) 



Project Plan

1970 Morewood Rd.
Hardy, VA 24101



Proposed Use of the Property



Reason for 
Request

The home is located in an Agriculture 
(A1) zone in which use of short-term 
rental requires a special use permit.

Property Location



Effect of 
Change to 
Surrounding 
Area
The home is located on the Indian Point 
peninsula which includes the Indian Point 
Marina and the Westlake Waterfront Inn.  
The home can accommodate six (6) people 
based on septic limitations limiting the 
impact to the neighborhood traffic.  The 
home is located over the hill away from the 
public road which allows for privacy for both 
the renters and the neighbors.



PARKING

• There is adequate off-street parking that is very 
private to the home.

• Parking is more than adequate for occupancy 
limits.

• Home rules will specify parking requirement 
such as “no parking on the street and no 
parking in grass”



Property Layout

Boat Dock
Home

6 Ft. 
Privacy 
Fence



About us…
Kyle and I have lived in the Forest area for almost 18 years.  Kyle is 
a Mechanical Engineer and Rachel is a Nuclear Engineer at 
Framatome Inc.  We have two daughters, Emma (12) and Charlie 
(8).   We purchased a boat back in 2013 and spent every summer 
since then at Smith Mountain Lake.  

We absolutely love the area and love being on the lake as a family.  
We purchased our first lake house in August of 2019 and began 
renting in July of 2020.  We have had a wonderful experience being 
able to share our home with other families who also love the lake.  
We get lake-goers from all over the country.

We have built amazing friendships with our community at the lake 
and have the most wonderful relationships with our neighbors.  
Many of our neighbors at the lake are permanent residents and it is 
our top priority to respect them and ensure we are bringing value 
to our community.  

We would like to eventually be permanent residents on Smith 
Mountain Lake and for that reason we try to emulate the qualities 
we would desire from our neighbors.



Emergency 
Evacuation 
Plans
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(540) 483-1457   aaasepticva.com

System Type:     Pump Back System   Other: ______________________________ 
(This report contains information specific to the pump tank only. Additional inspections are available, if requested.) 

Conditions at the Tank:   Presence of odor within 10ft perimeter of system:     None    Mild     Strong 

   Source of odor, if present: _________________________________________________________________ 

Tank Description:    Material:   Concrete      Fiberglass      Plastic  Capacity: __________________ gal 

Surface area:  _________ sq. ft.     Operational depth: _________ inches     Gallons per inch: __________GPI 

Tank Information:   Tank Located:  Yes      No  Location Description:  _____________________________ 

   _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Access Type and Point of Entry:                                   Evidence of infiltration in access?   Yes      No      N/A 

 Riser   at  tank   Inlet      Outlet      Center       Located at grade:  Yes     No   If no, how deep? _______ 
 Concrete lid  at  tank   Inlet     Outlet     Center   Located at grade:  Yes     No  If no, how deep? _____

 Inspection Port at  tank   Inlet     Outlet     Center
Lid securely fastened?   Yes      No                         Lid in operable condition?   Yes      No
Notes: ___________________________________________________________________________________

Alarm (s):     Alarms activated?   Yes    No Audio alarm operational?   Yes  No   N/A       

Visual alarm operational?   Yes  No   N/A      Remote telemetry operational?   Yes  No   N/A       

Electronic monitoring operational?   Yes  No   N/A  

Current Tank Operating Conditions:   Liquid level relative to bottom of tank: ________ inches  

Maximum liquid level of tank: ________  inches      Height at which alarm is activated:  ____________ inches 

Evidence that liquid level has been higher than alarm activation level?   Yes      No      

Evidence liquid has leaked from tank?   Yes      No             Evidence of continuous flow?   Yes      No    

Pump:   Pump under access?   Yes      No     Pull chain or rope present?   Yes      No      N/A 

Conveyance Assembly:      Filters present?    Yes  No     Location: ________________________________

Backflow prevention (check valve) present?  Yes  No     Location: ________________________________

Air release located below check valve?           Yes      No     Location: ________________________________ 

Quick disconnect present?                                Yes      No      Location: ________________________________ 

Shut-off valve present?                                      Yes      No      Location: ________________________________ 

Notes: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

*This report is being submitted based on a visual inspection of the septic system for informational purposes only. This report does not warranty

or guarantee that the septic system is in operating condition. In accepting this report the above named party and all parties involved specifically

agree to exonerate AAA Septic from all claims, demands, damages, actions, and causes of action in law or in equity, of whatsoever kind or nature.

Report Prepared for: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Location: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason Requested: _________________________________________________________________________ 

Inspection Completed by: ________________________________________ 

      Inspection Date: ________________________________________ 
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Electrical Components:  Located in tank?    Yes      No     Located in watertight junction box?   Yes      No 

Watertight splice?     Yes      No      Rust/Corrosion on wiring?    Yes      No      

Direct bury wire?       Yes      No        Appear to be in conduit?    Yes      No   

Notes: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Solids Accumulation:   Present in Tank?   Yes      No  Tank Pumping Recommended?   Yes      No 

Tank Structural condition:                                                                                 Root Intrusion?   Yes      No  

Appears to be watertight (no visual leaks)?   Yes      No                          Cracks present?   Yes      No  

Corrosion present?  Yes      No      Spauling present?:   Yes      No     Rebar exposed?   Yes      No 

Screen (s):   N/A   Type of screen:     Vault with basket       Vault with filter       In-line screen 

PUMP OPERATIONAL CHECKLIST: 

Controls:   Type:   Piggy back       Control panel  Controls operating properly?    Yes      No 

Is enclosure watertight?   Yes      No       Alarm test switch working properly?  Yes      No 

At time of inspection, control switch (HAND-OFF-AUTO) was set at:  Hand/Manual      Auto      Off

Pump:  Pump Operating Properly?    Yes      No         Type of Pump:    Multi-stage      Single-stage     

Amp measured:  ________amps     Volts measured:  ________volts   Pump turns on/turns off?  Yes      No 

Pump HP: ____________      Pump head:   PSI ________     High head      Head      

Water Level Sensors:   Type of sensor:    Floats      Other _______    Number of floats/sensors: __________ 

Pump ON float switch functioning properly?   Yes      No      

Pump OFF float switch functioning properly?   Yes      No     N/A      

Alarm float switch operating both audible and visible?   Yes      No     

Additional floats/sensors:  ___________________________________________________________________  

Inspection Comments/Recommendations: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

*This report is being submitted based on a visual inspection of the septic system for informational purposes only. This report does not warranty

or guarantee that the septic system is in operating condition. In accepting this report the above named party and all parties involved specifically

agree to exonerate AAA Septic from all claims, demands, damages, actions, and causes of action in law or in equity, of whatsoever kind or nature.

(540-483-1457   aaasepticva.com 

(continued) 

 Location: 
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	Inspection Completed by: Seth Criner
	Inspection Date: 9/23/22
	Report Prepared for: Rachel Love
	Location: 1970 Morewood Rd Hardy, VA 24101
	Reason Requested: Unknown System Condition
	fill_6: 
	Source of odor if present: 
	Capacity: 1000
	Surface area: 
	Operational depth: 
	Gallons per inch: 
	Location Description: Back left side of house. Marked with
	Location Description continued:     concrete riser to grade.
	fill_14: 
	fill_15: 5ft
	Notes: 
	Current Tank Operating Conditions Liquid level relative to bottom of tank: 20
	Maximum liquid level of tank: 60
	Height at which alarm is activated: 30
	Location_2: 
	Location_3: in riser on plumbing
	Location_4: 
	Location_5: in riser on plumbing
	Location_6: in riser on plumbing (rusted and broke)
	Notes 1: recomend replacing shut off and check valve when the pump fails and needs replaced. 
	Notes 2: 
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	Notes 1_2: connections appear to be dry and functioning correctly. 
	Notes 2_2: 
	Notes 3: 
	Amp measured: 
	Volts measured: 
	Pump HP: 
	Pump head PSI: 
	fill_9: 
	Number of floatssensors: 2
	Additional floatssensors: 
	1: Controls are in the garage on back right side. System is functioning properly at the time of this inspection. 
	2: 
	3: 
	4: 
	Location pg 2: 1970 Morewood Rd Hardy, VA 24101
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