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LAKEWATCH CENTER DRIVE

FUTURE RESTROOM FACILITY

PROPOSED SIGN

FUTURE PARKING & SIDEWALK

16'x30' CANOPY/SAIL
SHADE STRUCTURE

(495')' 1" WATERLINE EXTENSION

DOUBLE 6' MAINTENANCE
GATE (TYP.)

DOUBLE-SIDED
BENCH SEATING

4' TALL FENCING

6' TALL EXTERIOR FENCING

WATER
FOUNTAIN/SPIGOT

20' WIDE CONCRETE
PAD/WALKWAY (10' EACH SIDE)

10'X10' DOUBLE GATED ENTRY

(4') #10 STONE DUST
3' INSIDE, 1' OUTSIDE FENCELARGE DOG AREA

30,250 SF (0.7 ACRES)CANOPY TREES

SMALL DOG AREA
12,110 SF (0.3 ACRES)

PAVED PARKING AREA

(5') ASPHALT SIDEWALK

PROPOSED BOUNDARY = 2.0 ACRES

AREA FOR PARK RULES,
INFORMATION, PET
WASTE BAGS, TRASH
RECEPTACLES

BENCH

PARKING
BLOCKS







2150 Sontag Road 
Rocky Mount, VA 24151 

Phone:  540-483-9293 
Fax:  540-483-0040 

www.playfranklincounty.com 

 

 

 

6/24/25 
 
Franklin County Planning Department 
1255 Franklin Street 
Suite 103  
Rocky Mount, VA 24151 
 
Subject: Rezoning Request for Civic Use – 145 Lakewatch Center Dr (Parcel ID: 0151600100) 
 
Dear Members of the Franklin County Planning Department and Planning Commission, 
 
I am writing to formally request the rezoning of the parcel located at 145 Lakewatch Center Drive (Parcel ID: 
0151600100), currently zoned as PCD (Planned Commercial Development), to a designation that permits civic use. 
This request is intended to support the development of the property for public benefit, beginning with the creation 
of a community dog park, with the potential for additional civic-oriented developments in the future. 
 
The proposed dog park will provide a valuable recreational and social amenity for Franklin County residents, 
promoting community interaction, pet wellness, and responsible pet ownership. Over time, the site may 
accommodate other civic projects, such as open gathering spaces, community event facilities, or similar 
developments that align with the County’s long-term vision for accessible and inclusive public spaces. 
 
We believe this project supports the objectives outlined in the County’s comprehensive plan and will enhance the 
overall quality of life in the community. The parcel’s location and accessibility make it well-suited for civic use, and 
we are committed to working in close coordination with the Planning Department and Commission to ensure all 
development complies with applicable regulatory, environmental, and community standards. 
 
Importantly, the proposed civic use will not create an undue burden on surrounding properties or infrastructure, 
and efforts will be made to ensure compatibility with neighboring land uses. 
 
Enclosed with this letter is the required rezoning application, including a proposed site plan. We respectfully request 
your consideration of this application at your next available meeting. 
 
Thank you for your time and attention. I welcome the opportunity to discuss this proposal further and look forward 
to working collaboratively with the County to bring this initiative to life. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Paul D. Chapman 
Director 
Franklin County Parks and Recreation Department  
540 483-9293 
Paul.chapman@franklincountyva.gov 
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